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Sketch of the Life, Death, and :Character of the late 
. Rev. ISRAEL WARD, Pastor of the ‘First 


Church and Society in Danbury, i in the County of 
Fairfield, bia State of” Connecticut. 


D+ 


Ir has seldom happened, that the death of an indivi- 
dual has made so deep or solemn an impression up- 
on the minds of those who knew him, as that of the 
lateRev. IsraEt Warp. . The excellencies of his 
character, indeed, seem to-have been universally ac- 
knowledged by persons of all classes and denomina- 
tions; and his fs ous and unexpected end has called 
forth the expressions of lamentation and regret. On 
this occasion, itis due.to the public sentiment re- 
specting the deceased,: as well as to the claims of 
friendship ‘and affection, to give a brief account of his 
life, death; and character. 

Mr. Warp was born on the 24th day of Novem- 
ber, A. D. 1779, in the parish since called Bloom- 
field, in the town of Newark, and State of New-Jer- 
sey. In early youth he is said to have possessed a 
fine constitution of body, and to have enjoyed almost 
uninterrupted health. 
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While yet a mere child, he discovered a strong 
taste and inclination for study. He seldom mingled 
in thesports.and amusements of those of his years, 
but was remarkable for his docility and attention to 
the instructions of his preceptors. 

His parents being in easy circumstances, early de- 
termined to give him a liberal education. With this 
view, at the age of eleven, he was put to the study of 
the Latin and Greek languages ; and in the month of 
September, A. D. 1796, entered the class of History 
and Belles Lettres in Union College, in the State of 
New-York. Here his application to study was un- 
remitted and severe; in consequence of which his 
health became considerably impaired, and his consti- 


tution received a shock, from which, it is probable, it 


never wholly recovered. At college, he was distin- 
guished for regularity of habits and purity of morals, 
and his standing as a scholar, among his cotempora- 
ries, is said to have been highly respectable. He was 
admitted to the degree of Batchelor of Arts at the 
public commencement in May, A. D. 1799. 

It is not known, that, at this time, he had made 
choice of any profession. Indeed, it is understood, 
that his views, as to the employment of his future 
life, were then wholly unsettled. To this circum- 
stance it was, doubtless, owing, in part, that in the 
month of October following, he consented to become 
the teacher of a public school. He first took charge 
of the academy in Hanover, in Morris County, in his 
native State, where he: continued until the 1 ‘Ith day. 
of August, A. D. 1800. Here it was that he first 
became acquainted with the amiable lady, whom he 
afterwards married, and who now lives to mourn the 
loss of her dearest and best earthly friend. He re- 
moved to Orange-Dale in January, A. D. 1801, and 
ofliciated as teacher of the academy in that place un- 
til the 17th day of the following April. 
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_ It must have been not far from the time when he 
left Hanover, that his attention was. awakened to the 
subject of religion. For he ever attributed his first 
serious impressions, under God, to the death of a 
beloved mother; an event which happened. on 
the 15th day of October, A. D. 1800, and which he 
never recollected but with the tenderest regret. Then, 
for the first time, he truly saw and felt that he wasa 
sinner, and that. he needed mercy and forgiveness. 
Then, as he has since said, the first sincere prayer 
to God escaped his lips. At this time, as we 
humbly trust, he experienced the renovation of 
character so strongly marked in the succeeding pe- 
riod of his life, being made the subject of thit 
repentance which is unto life, and of that hope, 
which is an anchor to the soul. He remained no lon- 
ger in doubt as to the choice of a profession; but 
considered, that God, by his late providences toward 
him, distinctly called him to enter upon the work of 
the ministry. Accordingly, on the Ist day of Janua- 
ry, A. D. 1801, he regularly commenced the study 
of Divinity, under the care of the Rev. Dr. Griffin, 
now one of the professors in the Theological Institu- 
tionat Andover. He returned to Hanover, however, 
in the following May, and continued his studies un- 
der the tuition of the Rey. Aaron Condict. He did 
not become a communicant in any Church, until the 
26th day of July, A. D. 1801, when he first entered 
into covenant with God and his people at Hanover. 
To what this delay was owing cannot now be known ; 
probably to that humble sense of his own unworthi- 
ness, and that distrust of his own attainments, which 
every real Christian is sure to feel. 

On the 6th day of October, A. D. 1801, he was 
taken under the care of the Presbytery of New-York, 
and was licensed as a candidate for the ministry on 
the 5th day of the succeeding May. He did not 
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visit Danbury until some time in the month of Sep- 

tember after he was licensed ; when passing through 
that place on a journey to the eastward, he was re- 
quested to tarry and preach in the First Society, for a 
single sabbath. He consented, after some hesitation, 

and preached accordingly. ‘To this seeming acci- 
dent, but real Providence of God, are his people thus 
indebted for all the pious labours of their late belov- 
ed pastor. In‘November following, the First Society 
still continuing vacant, he received an invitation to 
vreach there on probation. He accepted the invita- 
tion, and first preached in pursuance of it on the se- 
cond sabbath in December, A. D. 1802. On the 
21st day of March, 1803, the Society, by their vote, 
gave him a call to settle with them in the Gospel mi- 


nistry. In the meeting which was then held, and at. 


which there was a very general attendance, when the 
resolution to give him a call was taken, there was but 
a single dissenting voice ; and when the sense of the 
Church was afterwards expressed on the same ques- 
tion, their concurrence was unanimous. After due 
consultation with the Presbytery to which he belong- 
ed, he accepted the united call of the Church and So- 
ciety, and received ordination on the 25th day of May, 
A. D. 1803. 

Here commenced the most interesting period in his 
valuable life. He was settled as Pastor of a nume- 
rous charge scattered over the greater part of an ex- 
tensive village, to most of whom he was personally a 
stranger. At that time, though the Society had been 

vacant for a considerable period, a spirit of serious 
inquiry on the subject of religion prevailed pretty ex- 
tensively among its members. These circumstances, 
though the latter of them was highly desirable, con- 
curred to increase the weight of his labour and re- 
sponsibility. Nor was his local situation such as to 
admit the possibility ef his burden’s being borne in 
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any part by others. His brethren of neighbouring 
societies were generally stationed at such distances as 
effectually to preclude frequent communication or as- 
sistance. Healone, and on all occasions, had to act 
the part of pastor and teacher, and to perform ail the 
multiplied labours incident to his station. It should 
be added, that he was placed in a situation, which re- 
quired not only continued exertion, but the utmost 
prudence, and this too, at an age when that quality 
is rarely possessed in any considerable degree. He 
was to act under the eye of people of difierent reli- 
gious denominations, who, though generally iriendly, 
would be more likely to note his errors, than those 
with whom he was more intimately connected. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Ward, then a youth, 
had to establish a character, ‘and to perform a work. 
He entered upon his duties fully sensible of their 
magnitude, and with a solemnity corresponding to 
their importance. How he discharged them, du ringthe 
the whole of his short but well-spent life, can never 
be forgotten by. those among whom he laboured. Of 
his own insufficiency for so arduous a work, he used 
to make frequent mention; but then he would add, 
“* ITcan do all things through Christ strengthening 
me.” 

One of the earliest objects of his attention was to 
gain a knowledge of the circumstances, views, and 
characters of his people in all parts of the Society. 
For this purpose, he instituted visits to the families 
of his parishioners in rotation. At the close of the 
exercises on the sabbath, he usually named the fami- 
lies to be visited in the succeeding week ; and was al- 
Ways punctual to those appointments. This prac- 
tice he continued as regularly as possible through 
lite ; considering, as he used to say, that a clergyman 
had many other duties to perform beside those of the 
sabbath and the desk. At these interviews, the con 
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versation generally passed by an easy transition from 
personal inquiries and domestic concerns to the sub- 
ject of religion, and he used to impart much useful 
instruction in a familiar and persuasive manner. At 
parting he gave the families his blessing, and seldom 
failed to leave behind him the most durable impres- 
sions of friendship. How endearing an intercourse 
was this! How pleasing, and yet how mournful a 
subject of recollection to his afflicted people ! 

These and other avocations, however useful or ne- 
cessary, were never permitted to interfere with the re- 
eular duties of his office. Never, when in health, 
unless his desk was supplied by others, did he fail to 
deliver two well-digested discourses on the sabbath ; 
beside occasional, and, at certain seasons, stated lec- 
tures on other days. He appointed meetings to be 
held for prayer and religious conversation each week, 
at which he was a constant attendant, and, fora con- 
siderable length of time, additional meetings for 
young people, in which he discoursed to them in a 
familiar way on subjects of theology. Inthe sum- 
mer season, the intermission on the sabbath was prin- 
¢ipally spent in instructing young children in the 
catechism. By these means he steadily and faithful- 


ly endeavoured to render his ministry serviceable to 


all ranks and ages, and to make religion the inmate of 
every dwelling and every bosom. Over his Church 
especially he kept a watchful eye ; maintaining that 
strict discipline was indispensably necessary, and that 
the want of it was one principal cause, or at least cer- 
tain evidence, of declension in religion. _Yet in per- 
forming the most painful and rigorous offices, he was 
ever mild and conciliatory ; and his friendly admo- 
nitions rarely failed to reach the hearts of any who 
were not absolutely irreclaimable. ‘Toso great and 
so various labours, it will naturally be supposed, his 
enfeebled constitution was, at no time, equal. OF 
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this he was frequently admonished by his friends ; 
but he uniformly felt and expressed the conviction, 
that “* his life is long that answers life’s great end.” 
In short, though he was fully sensible, that his hold 
on life was feeble, he esteemed no exertions too great 
to be attempted in the cause of his divine master ; and 
he was so happy while living, as to see the work of 
the Lord apparently prospered m his hands. During 
the short period of his ministry, one hundred and for- 
ty-six members were added to the Church under his 
eare. 

But the time was now fast approaching, which was 
to terminate at once all his trials and labours in this 
life; the time, when he himself was to give an exam- 
ple of the efficacy of that religion, which he had so 
often preached to others. He had instructed others 
how to live; he was now to teach them how to die. 
On the 24th day of July, it being sabbath, he per- 
formed divine service as usual, but was more than 
ordinarily fatigued by his exertions. These were 
the last public acts of his ministry. The next day, 
he was seized with a slight ague, which was followed 
by a fever, and a dry and troublesome cough. His 
chills, cough, and fever, continued regularly through 
the week ; but were not so violent or alarming, as to 
confine him to his house. He frequently walked 
abroad, visited his friends, and attended to some bu- 
siness, until the sabbath following, when his chills 
left him, and his fever became more regularly con- 
tinued. On this day, he applied for medical aid. 
Every exertion was now made, which the nature and 
symptoms of his: complaint seemed to authorize or 
require to arrest its progress, but without any visible 
effect, until Monday of the succeeding week. 

Then, for a short time, there appeared signs of a 
favourable crisis; but it proved to be only partial 
and incomplete. On Tuesday afterneon, his symp- 
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toms returned; his nerves became more affected ; 
and his reason, which he had enjoyed perfectly until 
now, became subject to occasional, though slight in- 
terruptions. On Wednesday, no rational hopes of a 
recovery could be entertained. He continued to 
languish under the increasing weight of his disease, 
which was a typhus fever, until about half past seven 
o’clock in the morning of the 3d day of August, 
when he expired almost without a groan. His fune- 
ral was attended in the afternoon of the following 
day, by the clergy of the neighbouring societies, and 
by a numerous concourse of people. An able and 
impressive discourse was preached on the occasion 
by the Rev. Dr. Ely, of Huntington. 

During the distressing period of his last sickness, 
the deceased bore his pains of body with almost un- 
equalled patience and resignation. His features were 
generally composed, and his countenance placid and 
serene. He was attentive to distinguish the faces of 
his friends as they approached his bed, and address- 
ed them in the most tender language of consolation. 
On observing one of a religious character to weep, 
he asked, ‘* Why do you mourn ?” and added, that 
‘« Saints should ome be joyful.”” Sensible that the 
solemn hour of death was near, on Thursday, he 
called his family around him, gave them his blessing, 
and received their parting embraces ; remarking even 
then, when every tender emotion rushed upon his 
heart, that he had long since given them up to God. 
For the people of his charge, he expressed, at the 
same time, the deepest concern, and preferred the 
most fervent petition to his Saviour. As his bodily 
strength declined, his faith and hope apparently be - 
came more strong and animated. ‘‘ Come quickly,” 
said he, ‘“ Lord Jesus; O come quickly; why 
should thy servant plead in vain ?”’—and at another 
tame, ‘* 1 have done with the world.. I have done my 
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work. Iam content, am perfectly free from all de- 
sires, except Christ and Heaven. O Jesus, do not 
tarry. O my God, Jehovah, Jesus, come and relieve 
thy servant, come and take me to thyself.”” When 
asked, why he was so anxious to depart, and whether 
he was in great pain of body ? he replied, “‘ No; but 
my work is done.” Being requested, ata particular 


time, to give another proof of his hope, he said, ‘“‘ My 


foundation is sure and stably fixed on Jesus, the rock 
of my salvation. J fear nothing, no; nothing ;” 
and afew minutes afterwards, ‘‘ I know in whom I 
have believed. God is a faithful covenant-keeping 
God. Ihave provedhim so. My trust and confi- 
dence are firm and strong. Come, death, I fear thee 
not. O to be delivered from this body of sin.” After 
a little rest, he thus addressed those around him. 
‘“¢ My friends, J am commanded from the Lord to 
depart. This has been communicated to me for 
some time past. The Lord thought it not time yet ; 
but has reserved me according to his blessed will. 
Oh, do pray for me, that I may now go and leave 
this body'of sin; that " may be with the Lord 
through all eternity. Your sorrows hinder my de- 
parture.”’ He then exhorted them all to “ be good 
soldiers, and never give up the cause of Christ.’’ 
When one said to him, that now he had done with 
praver, and that all his business was praise, he re- 
plied, “‘ The body of sin will not be destroyed, but 
by death. As long as the body survives, sorrow for 
sin will continue.”’ 

These remarks, and many others of a similar 
nature, were made by him at imtervals, as the 
occasion called, or his strength enabled him to 


speak. On the last day he lived, being much ex-: 


hausted, he was supposed to be hardly capable of ut- 
tering a single sentence; but after prayers had been 
offered up for him, he broke out ina loud, solemn, 
and pathetic, but short prayer himself, to the aston: 
ishment of every one present. 
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Such was the close of his hfe; a close not 
darkened by despair or doubts, but bright with 
the lustre of dawning immortality. The world 
has witnessed, in different instances, both the ago- 
nizing fears and the stupid insensibility of infidels in 
their last moments; but this scene represents the 
fuith, the hope, the consolations, that inspire the heart 
aitd animate the tongue of the dying Christian. 

Of the dead it becomes us to speak with caution. - 
No praises of man can be of avail tothem. Their 
. ears are for ever closed to the voice of adulation, and 
their doom must remain unalterable through eternity. 
Still, when any person of eminent piety and worth, 
whatever may have been his destination here, is re- 
moved by death, his example should be recorded for 
the benefit of those who survive him. The character 
of him who 1s the subject of this memoir, may with 
advantage be taken as a model, by those who shall be 
called to act in similar stations. His faith, his pa- 
tience, his humility, his resignation to the divine will, 
are indeed worthy objects of imitation to every 
Christian; but that rare union of so many excellent 
qualities as distinguished his character, elevate him 
to be a pattern to a Christian minister. It may be 
afirmed with truth, that no one, who has been com- 
missioned to preach the Gospel in our days, has ap- 
plied to the duties of his sacred office, with more en- 
tire devotion of soul, than he. By these, his short 
life was wholly engrossed. Of his worldly interest, 
under other circumstances, he might perhaps have 
been thought even too unmiindful. Yo his family, at 
parting, he left only his blessing; but he expressed 
little or no concern on that account. ; 

As a preacher, he was simple, grave, affecting, 
and ‘evangelical. The docirines of grace, which, 
in his’ view, were the essential doctrines of the 
Christian system, were the great subjects on which 
he most frequently insisted. ‘Those who demand of 
1 minister of God only sober declamations ona few 





























Life and Character of the Rev. Israel Ward. 599 


fashionable topics of morality, and dignify such ex- 
hibitions with the name of preaching, would hardly 
have listened to the sermons of Mr. Ward. His 
sense of duty led him to select, for the most part, 
themes far different from these. He was ever more. 
intent on illustrating divine truth, than on displaying 
his own talents or extending his own popularity. The 
style of his public discourses was remarkable for its 
plainness and simplicity ; and was equally adapted to 
the learned and unlearned hearer. His manner in the 
desk was impressive for its solemnity. A spirit of 
rational piety or of animated devotion pervaded every 
part of his performances. Wherever he found sin- 
cere inquirers after truth, he never failed to command 
attention ; the self-righteous moralist and the harden- 
ed unbeliever could alone turn with indifference from 
his instructions. 

As aman, he united the manners of the gentle- 
man to the more exalted qualities of the Chris- 
tian. His talents for conversation made him the de- 
light and ornament of the private and domestic cir- 
cle. He could unite dignity with familiarity, and 
firmness and decision, with the utmost gentleness of 
character. Whenever he was seen in public or pri- 
vate, there was a sincerity apparent in his manner, 
which instantly attracted confidence, and a modesty 
and humility, which insensibly won esteem. It will 
naturally be supposed that a man of so mild and 
amiable a temper and disposition, must have had ma- 
ny friends. In this respect, he was peculiarly happy ; 
and it is questionable whether he has left even one 
personal enemy among all those who knew him while 
living. At his death, nearly all who were his acquain- 
tances were his mourners. [Even those who knew 
him only by report, mingled their tears with those of 
his kindred and people at his interment; so exten- 
sively was his loss realized, and so justly was his 
character valued. 
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A Dissertation, in which the evidence for the Authen- 
ticity and Divine Inspiration of the Apocalypse is 
stated, and vindicated from the Objections of the 
late Professor J. D. Michaelis ; by Joun Cuar- 


PEL WoopuovseE, M. A. 


CHAP. IV. 


‘PHE TESTIMONY OF JUSTIN MARTYR, OF ATHENAGORAS, OF 
THE CHURCHES IN GAUL, OF MELITO, THEOPHILUS, APOL- 
LONIUS, CLEMENS OF ALEXANDRIA, AND TERTULLIAN. 


( Continued from p. 555.) 


I SHALL now produce the testimony of a writer, 
who was contemporary with all those whom we have 
reviewed*. If any thing shall have appeared defect- 
ive in any of their testimonies, such objection cannot 
be made here. The testimony which Justin Mar- 
TYR affords is full, positive, anddirect. He received 
the Apocalypse as the production of ‘‘ John, one of 
‘‘the Apostles of Christ.” He expressly names 
this John as the writer of itt. He appears also, from 
the testimony of Jerome}, to have interpreted some 
parts of this mystical book ; although no work of this 
kind has come down to us. 

Some writers have supposed, from the words of 
Jerome}, that Justin published a commentary on the 


* It is probable that Justin Martyr was born in the first 
century, and before the Apocalypse was written, and that he 
suffered Martyrdom about the middle of the second century. 
See Cave, Fabricius, Tillemont, Lardner. Euseb. describes 
him as 6 pe? # roAv tev aworroawy. lib. ii.c. 13. Michaelis says 
he wrote in the year 133, ch. li. sect. 6. p. 32. 

t Dial. cum Tryphon. lib. vi. c. 20. 

t Catal. Script. Eccles. c. 9 

§ Scripsit, (Johannes,) Apocalypsin, quam interpretantut 
Justinus Martyr et Irenzus. 
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Apocalypse ; but there seems not sufficient founda- 
tion for this opinion, since such a work is mentioned 
by no early writer of the Church. But it has, on the 
contrary, been too hastily concluded, that Justin 
wrote no other interpretation of the Apocalypse, than 
that which is to be found in the single passage of his 
Dialogue with Trypho, already referred to. But 
Jerome would not be justified in calling him an 
interpreter of the Apocalypse, from this passage only, 
which contains a reference to Rev. xx. but no inter- 
pretation.. It is probable, therefore, that in some 
other work, now lost, he had attempted an interpre- 
tation of some parts of it, in the manner of Irenzus*. 
If this be admitted as probable, the testimony of 
Justin, which is sufficiently clear and direct, becomes 
also more extensive. 

ATHENAGORAS, who was contemporary with Po- 
lycarp and Justin Martyr, is admitted by Michaelis, 
from the allusion produced by Lardner}, to have 
been acquainted with the Apocalypse. 

Michaelis has passed over in silence the evidence 
to be found in that valuable remnant of ecclesiasti- 
cal antiquity, THe Episvte rrom tHE GaLtic 
Cuurcues, which relates the sufferings of their 
Martyrs, about the year 177; eighty years after the 
publication of the Apocalypse 

Weare obliged to Eusebius for preserving a con- 


* Some account of Justin’s works, which are now lost, may 
be seen in Grabe’s Spiceleig. vol. il. p. 166. 


+ Cred. Gosp. Hist. art. Athenagoras. 


¢ It must be remarked, that although this Epistle was 
written eighty years after the Apocalypse was published, the 
writer, who quotes from it, is an evidence of an earlier 
date. For the person chosen by the Church to write for 
them, would probably be no young man, but one of their 
venerable Fathers. ,lrenzus has been supposed to be the 
writer, but there is no proof of this. 
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siderable part of this letter*, in which Lardner has 
remarked this passage, Axvrehy rw Aguw cre ay trayn, 
They are the very words of the Apocalypse, ch. xiv. 
_ 4, and so peculiar in idea and expression, as evident- 
ly to be derived from no other source. 

I shall state more at large another passage observ- 
ed, but not admitted as evidence by Lardner, because 
it may be useful to make some remarks upon it. 


Rev. xxil. 11. Epistle. 
°O adixwv adsxncalw ele xovs & pumecpos “O cevojeos avopencrat|w e]s* xas 6 di- 
gumrapalnlw ele xo 6 dsxcesos Oinccip= xooros OinoswOrlw eh. 


Cuvny womonlw els 
(aliter leg. dixasw9eJo.) 
Dan. xii. 10. 


Kas ayounowosy ayouate 


From this view of comparison we may perceive, that 
although in the first clause the writer referred to the 
Book of Daniel, in the second he adverted to the Apo- 
calypse. The whole form and colouring of the passage 
are indeed taken from the latter, which sufhciently 
appear from the peculiar use of the word en: and dase 
ww. though expunged by Griesbach, is a reading of 
considerable authority, and, from this quotation, ap- 
pears to have stocd in the ancient MSS. used by the 
Gallic Church. 

I shall add to these quotations one which to my 
knowledge has not been observed before. 

In Rev. i. 5. iil. 14. In the Epistle. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is The Martyrs give place to Je- 
called sus Christ, as 
‘O pamplus, 6 aisocy xo aANDs05;6 «Tw misw xo wArnbivw prorplupty xa wpwe 
mpwldloxos ex Twy vEXpOV. TOloxw TwY. vEexpwy. 

After the perusal of these quotations, we can en- 
tertain no doubt, but that the writcr of these Epistles, 
and the Churches of Gaul who employed him to 
write in their name, received the Apocalypse as di- 


* Hist. Eccl. lib. vy. c. 1. 
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vine Scripture. And their testimony is of the more 
importance in this inquiry, because these Churches 
appear to have received their instructions in religion, 
and consequently their canon of Sacred Scripture, 
from the Churches in Asia. Their connexion with 
these Churches, at the time when this Epistle was 
written, is sufficiently apparent, from its being ad- 
dressed * to the Churches of Asia and Phrygia*.”’ 
And there appears to have been another Epistle from 
the Martyrs themselves of these Churches, with the 
same address, but upon another ecclesiastical subject, 
written at the same time. These were not letters 
from individuals to individuals, but from societies 
to other ecclesiastical communities. The Gallic 
Churches give account to the Asiatic Churches, as 
colonies to their mother country. We may collect 
also from names, casually mentioned in this Epistle, 
that the Gallic Churches had among them Asiatic 
Greeks, men of the first rank and character, .then 
teaching in Gaul, Attalus of Pergamus, (one of the 
Seven Churches,) and Alexander a Phrygian. Po- 
thinus appears to be a Greek namet ; this venerable 
Bishop of Lyons was more than 90 years of age when 
he suffered martyrdom, and therefore born ten years 
before the Apocalypse was published. But it ap- 
pears, from the evidences now produced, that the 
Gallic Churches believed it to be a book of divine 
authority. We may add too, that they believed the 
Asiatic Churches to have received this book into 
their canon, otherwise they would not have quoted 
from it in a letter addressed to them. Irenzus, like- 
wise the auditor of Polycarp, was a Presbyter of the 


* Laodicea, one of the seven churches addressed in the 
Apocalypse, was situated in Phrygia, 
+ The accurate historian Mosheim relates it as a fact that 


Pothinus came from Asia; and preduaces his authorities. 
Eccl. Hist. Cent. fi. part. i. ch. i. 
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Church at Lyons at this time, and succeeded Pothi- 
nus in the bishoprick ; and we have already made 
ourselves acquainted with his creed, respecting this 
book. 

Thus there is strong reason for concluding, that 
these Gallic Churches held the same canon of Scrip- 
ture with the Asiatic ; and consequently, that the 
Asiatic Churches, to whom the Apocalypse appears 
to have been addressed, received it as divine Scrip- 
ture, and with Irenzus, as the work of John the 
Apostle. This will be confirmed by the article which 
follows. 

Mex1ro, after some doubt and hesitation, is at last 
admitted by Michaelis, as a witness in favour of the 
Apocalypse ;_he is stated to have flourished about the 
year 170*, and probably might be living at the time 
the Gallic Epistle was received by the Asiatic 
Churches; of one of which, (of Sardis,) he was Bi- 
shopt.. He was a Bishop of the highest reputation 
in the Christian World, according to the testimonies 
of Polycratest, of Tertullian}, of Eusebius]. He 
wrote upon the Apocalypse{, and was esteemed, says 
Tertullian, a prophet by many Christians; probably, 
because he had interpreted and applied the divine 
prophecies of this book, with some apparent success. 
His works are unfortunately lost. 

THEOPHILUS, who was Bishop of Antioch about 
90 years after the publication of the Apocalypse, 
appears to have written upon, and to have quoted 


* Cave Hist. Lit. 

+ See what is said by Mr. Marsh on the subject of an 
Epistle being received at a place to which it was addressed. 
Vol. I. p. 368. 

t+ Euseb. v. 24. 

§ Cave Script. Ilust. 

(| Euseb. H. E. lib. iv. 26. 

* Euseb. H. E. lib. iv. 26. Hierom. Proleg. 827. 
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from it, as of divine authority, in his treatise against 
Hermogenes*. This treatise is not extant; but 
Lardner has produced one passage, from another 
work of his, in which he calls the Devil, ** Satan, the 
Serpent, and the Dragon ;’’ which seems taken from 
Rev. xii. 9+. Michaelis admits Theophilus among 
those who undoubtedly received the Apocalypset. — 

APOLLONIUS is not mentioned by our author. 
But Eusebius, who speaks of him as a learned man, 
represents him also as supporting the Apocalypse, by 
testimonies taken from itj. He suffered martyrdom 
about the year 186\|, and is a valuable addition to our 
evidence, 7 

Cremens oF ALEXANDRIA is admitted by Mi- 
chaelis as'an. undoubted evidence for the Apocalypse]. 
He has frequently quoted from it, and referred to it, 
as the work of an Apostle. He was an inquisitive, 
and. well-informed writer, and having flourished with- 
in the first century after the publication of the Apo- 
calypse, is an important evidence in its favour. 

TERTULLIAN wrote about the same time with 
Clement; but his long life extended further into the 
next century. Michaelis allows his evidence for the 
Apocalypse as undoubted; and it is certainly valu- 
able. He is the most ancient of the Latin Fathers, 
whose works have descended to our times. He 
quotes, or refers to, the Apocalypse in above seventy 
passages of his writings ; and he appeals to it express- 
ly as the work of the Apostle John. _ He defends the 
authenticity of the book against the heretic Marcion 
and his followers, by asserting its external evidence. 
He appeals to the Asiatic Churches, and assures us 


* Euseb. H. E. lib. iv. 24. 


t Lardner Cred. art. Theophilus, ¢ P. 467. 
§ Euseb. H. E. lib. v. c. 18. 21. 
| Lardner art. Apollonius. q P. 467. 


Vor. 1I.—No. XI. 41 
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that ‘“‘ though Marcion rejects it, yet the succession 
‘¢ of Bishops, traced to its origin, will establish John 
‘¢ to be its author*.” In particular, it may be ob- 
served, that Tertullian has quoted Rev. i. 6. “ Quia 
“¢ sacardotes nos et Deo et patri fecit,” as a passage 
common in the mouths of the Laity of his timef. 
This frequent and popular appeal to the Apocalypse, 
shows it to be a book much read, and generally re- 
ceived in the African Churches of the second cen- 
tury. 

We are now returned again to the times of Irene- 
us, whose single testimony appeared to have such de- 
served influence in settling the question before ust. 
But the retrospect, which we have been able to take 
of the writers who preceded him, has added great 
weight to the evidence. For testimonies have been 
drawn abundantly from every generation of writers, 
through the first century after the Apocalypse was 
published. They have been produced from almost 
all parts of the Christian world: from Asia, where it 
made its first appearance ; from Syria; from Italy ; 
from Gaul; and from the Churches of Africa, where 
it seems to have had an universal reception, and a 
more than ordinary circulation. 

[ now present the reader with a sketch, drawn after 
the manner of Priestley’s Biographical Chart, and 
those of Playfair’s Chronology ; by which he may 


* Habemus et Johannis alumnas ecclesias : nam etsi Apo- 
calypsin ejus Marcion respuit, ordo tamen episcoporum, ad 
Originem recensus, in Johannem stabit auctorem, Adv. 
Marcion. lib. iy. c. 5. 

t Tertull. de Monog, cap. 12. 

¢ Ina passage of Michaelis, ch. xxvi. sect. 8.on the Epis- 
tle of St. James, we collect the names of the ancient authors, 
whose testimony he esteems most decisive to the books of the 
New Testament. These are Irenzus, Tertullian, Clement of 
Alexandria, and Origen; by al/ of whom we shall find the 
Apocalypse fully received gs the writing of St. John,. 
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sfe, in one view, the writers’ whose testimonies we 
have hitherto collected. He will hereby be enabled 
to estimate the force of that numerous, unbroken, 
concurring chain of evidence, which we have laid 
before him. Besides those writers already reviewed, 
he will see also, in the chart, the names of Hippolitus 
and Origen, who belong more strictly to the next 
century ; because in that century they chiefly wrote 
and flourished. But they lived also in this century. 
They are important evidences in favour of the Apo- 
calypse. They carry on the testimony by a strong 
and regular concatenation to the middle of the third 
century after Christ ; after which time, we can ex- 
pect little or no accession of external evidence, con- 
cerning any inspired book. 

The testimonies of Hippolitus and of Origen, will 
be exhibited in a succeeding chapter. 


(To be continued.) 
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The Import of the Name CHRISTIAN. 


Luxe informs us in the 11th chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles, that the disciples were called Chris- 
tians first at Antioch. They had heretofore been 
called disciples, saints, and brethren, among them- 
selves ; but Galileans and Nazarenes, by their ene- 
mies. Whether this name was given them by divine 
appointment or not, isa matter of dispute among 
learned men. Without entering into the merits of 
this dispute, we design, in a few important partictr- 
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lars, to illustrate the import of the name. This 
is full of excellent instruction to animate and direct 
all the humble followers of the Lord Jesus. 

Christians are so called from Christ, their anointed 
Master ; | 

First, on account of their union with him by faith. 
They are members of that mystical body, of which 
he is the head. This union is intimate, inseparable, 
and spiritual. It is illustrated in Scripture, by vari- 
ous metaphors. Sometimes it is compared to the 
umion between the vine and its branches: at other 
times to the marriage covenant between husband and 
wife, by which they become one flesh. Christ is 
also called the foundation, the chief corner-stone ! 
his people lively stones, built on him. Nay, he is 
said expressly to be the life, emphatically and exclu- 
sively, of his people. 

This union, the Apostle in his epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, Calls a “‘ great mystery.”’ Of it the carnal yer 
unregenerate sinner can form no idea ; and yet in be- 
lievers it is a sensible operative union; as much so 
as the union between the head and the members. 
The bonds of this union are, the Spirit on Christ’s 
side, and faith on the believer’s. ‘The Holy Spirit 
enlightens the mind, subdues the will, and capti- 
vates the affections, of those in whose hearts he works. 
They, on their part, enabled by him, believe in the 
blessed Redeemer, and put to their seal that God is 
true. Thus new and spiritual life is mfused into 
those who were naturally dead in trespasses and sins, 
They awake from their sleep, and start in the Chris- 
tian “life with vigour—too much indeed for their 
strength, for they calculate not on the length of the 
day. 

Did not Jesus by his Spirit carry on and sustain the 
work, which he had commenced, the believer after the 
first race would fail. His Lord and Head, however, 1s 
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faithful. Having once made him his, he never for- 
sakes him, but abides with him tothe end. Oft. 
times, indeed, his Spirit being grieved, the sensible 
manifestations of his presence are withdrawn. ‘Then 
the bereaved disciple seeks him whom he loves. 
With the bride, in Canticles, he seeks him in the 
streets and broadways; in the means of grace, the 
institutions of Christ’s appointment. Having found 
out the cause of his being deserted, he puts away 
the Achan out of the camp of his heart, and Jesus 
returns to him in love. Oh how tender and exqui- 
site the meeting ! 

Thus believers are so intimately united to Je- 
sus, that they cannot spiritually live without him. 
He must water their souls with his grace, or they 
die. Without it their faith would end in unbelief. 
He first wrought faith in their souls. He must sup- 
port the work of hishands. Todo this his covenant- 
faithfulness, his love and tenderness, all are pledged. 
Hence it is not a nominal faith which unites to the Sa- 
viour. It is the faith of God’s operation. It is living 
faith implanted in the soul, in the moment of regene- 
ration. Without this radical change there is no 
faith; and without faith there is no union with Christ. 
He who is not united to Christ, isno Christian. Be- 
twixt these different positions there is an imsepara- 
ble connexion. Destroy the one, and you destroy 
the whole. Deny the one, and you cannot believe 
any. 

‘As a consequence of this umon of all believers 
with Christ, they devote themselves entirely to his 
glory. They are no longer their own; they are 
bought witha price. The dominion of self is an- 
nihilated in their hearts. Jesus 1s all and in all to 
them. They live to those purposes and ends for 
which he died. They wait for his guidance; de- 
pend upon his strength; draw from his fulness. 
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They honour him as their Lord, ascribing all merit 
to him alone. Hence they are called Christians 
after Christ, because he made them spiritually alive, 
eranting them faith to trust in him; and they in 
return render him their homage and adoration. They 
are members of him by faith in his blood. 

Secondly. Christians are so called, on account of 
their participation of Christ’s unction. This results 
from the preceding, for communion is founded on 
union with Christ. ‘The same excellency which the 
head possesses, the members also enjoy, as far as their 
nature will admit. Being finite and imperfect, their 
excellency will be so likewise ; while the excellency 
of the head, even Jesus, is infinite and perfect. Hence 
they are partakers of our Lord’s unction only, in a 
certain degree, in the same manner in which they 
are said to be partakers of the divine nature, in 2 
Pet. i. 4. They have an unction from the Holy 
One. 1 Johni. 20. And the anointing which they 
have received of him abideth in them. 27. 

By this unction is meant their appointment to the 
character and state of Christians. This was done 
already in eternity, and in the fulness of time this 
appointment was declared by their call from dark- 
ness into light. Thus Peter, describing believers, 
says, ‘‘ Ye area chosen generation—a royal priesthood 
—an holy nation—a peculiar people, THAT ye should 
show forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light.’ 1 Pet. 2. 9. 
Besides this, their unction expresses their qualifica- 
tion for the character and state of Christians, by the 
Holy Ghost. By nature they are destitute of all 
moral goodness. Grace ennobles them, and makes 
them fit for heaven, ripening them for the inheritance 
of the saints in glory. By this unction, Christians 
are made prophets, priests, and kings, to God and 
his Christ. 
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Christians are prophets, inasmuch as they confess 
Christ’s name. By the name of God or Christ, in 
Scripture, is meant every thing whereby he makes 
himself known to men. It, therefore, includes in it 
all the essentials of salvation. To confess these, 
pre-supposes a knowledge of them. As spiritual 
prophets, Christians receive a revelation from God, 
not extraordinary, but through the word by the Spirit. 
That is, the eyes of their understanding are opened, 
and they made acquainted with the truth as it is in 
Jesus. This was promised of old, when it was said. 
to the Church, All thy children shall be taught of 
God. ‘They see themselves in their lost and undone 
state, and recognize God as a holy, just being, yet 
reconcileable in Jesus, the Son of his love. This 
Jesus they know and feel to be precious to their 
souls ; the chiefest among ten thousand. Such is the 
vision, the burden which Christians see. Such is 
the revelation made to them, by which they are en- 
riched in all knowledge. They now “ know all 
things,” 1 John ii. 20. being acquainted with all 
the things which beleng to their peace. Their 
knowledge is not lifeless, like seed which does 
not vegetate, but active, discovering itseif in their 
walk and conversation. ‘They cannot conceal what 
they have learned. ‘The word of the Lord is in them 
as a burning fire shut up in their bones, and they 
grow weary with forbearing and cannot stay. Jer. xx. 
9. Hence they confess the name of Christ; that is, 
they profess their faith in his blood, and bring: forth 
fruits meet for such a faith. This is their prophetical 
employment. Their faith extends to all the subjects of 
revelation. ‘Their works are uniformly and universally 
such as becometh their profession. ‘They areas lights 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. 
They seek to make others, who know not God and 
his Christ, acquainted with the truth. They desire te 
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instruct the ignorant—todirect the wavering—to com. 
fort the mourner, and establish the weak : thus endea- 
vouring to spread abroad a knowledge and savour of 
Christ’sname. To this purpose are the injunctions 
given, “* Be ready always to give an answer to every 
man who asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you. 1 Pet. iii. 15. Let the word of Christ dwell 
richly in you in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing 
one another. Col. ui. 16. Comfort yourselves toge- 
ther, and edify one another.” 1'Thes. v. 11. This 
confession of Christ’s name is obligatory upon all 
Christians of all descriptions ; and the fitness for it 
is common to all more or less. 

Christians are priests, masmuch as they present 
themselves living sacrifices of thankfulness to Christ. 
To do this they have full right, since ‘‘ they have bold- 
ness to enter into the holtest by the blood of Jesus, by 
a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us 
through the vail, that is to say, his flesh.’’ Heb. x. 20. 
This treedom of access, believers under the Old Tes- 
tament had not, for the way into the holiest was not 
yet manifested, while the first tabernacle was yet 
standing; the High Priest alone entering therein 
once a year, not without blood, which he offered 


Sor himself and the errors of the people. Heb. ix. 7. 


Jesus when he offered up himself once for all, for the 
sins of his people, obtained this privilege for them. 
They, therefore, need not, neither can they make any 
sacrifice for sin, but only a thank-offering of them- 
selves, and all they enjoy: They present their bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, which 
is their reasonable service. Rom. xu. Thus they 
also offer the sacrifices of praise to God continually ; 
that is, the fruit of their lips giving thanks to his 
name. Heb. 13.15. To do good and to commu- 
nicate they forget not; for with such sacrifices God 
1s well pleased. Heb. 13. 16. In hke manner, they 
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offer the sacrifices of their broken hearts and con- 
trite spirits. Ps. li 17. They are also ready to offer up 
themselves as witnesses for the truth; to seal it with 
their lives. Phil. ii. 17. 2 Tim. iv. 6. Teachers 
make offerings of those who are converted through, 
their instrumentality, as Paul did. Rom. xv. I6. 
These offerings of praise and thanksgiving do Chris- 
tians make to God, as spiritual priests. For this 
work they are fitted, inasmuch as they are “‘ com- 
plete in Christ who is the head.” Col. 1.10. This % 
their great perfection, that they are in Jesus, not hav- 
ing their own righteousness which is of the law, but 
the righteousness of Christ through faith. Phil. iii. 9. 
‘Every other Christian perfection is idle- the dream 
of enthusiasts, void of knowledge. Besides this, 
Christians are holy ; like the king’s daughter, they 
are glorious within, their clothing is of wrought gold. 
Ps. xlv. 13. | 

As the priest was not only to offer, but to.inter- 
cede and pray for the people; and as Christ does 
‘this for his people—so they also, in their priestly ca- 
pacity, “ pray always with all prayer and supplica- 
tion in the Spirit,”’ Eph. vi. 18. offering supplications, 
prayers, and intercessions for all men. 1 Tim. ii. 1. 
In this, as far as they are able, they imitate their mas- 
ter, and discover the benign spirit of his Gospel, 
which teaches Christians to pray and intercede even 
for their enemies. 

Christians are kings, inasmuch as, “ witha free 
and good conscience, they fight against sin and satan 
in this life,and afterwards reign with him eternally 
over all creatures.””. ‘They possess a noble and 
enlarged disposition. Their consciences are purified 
from dead works; they are void of offence towards 
God and man. This results from that greatmoral 
change wrought in them by the Spirit of the Lord. 
They have become new creatures. 

Vol. IIL—No. XI. 4K 
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Sin engenders meanness of soul and conduct. Where 
the dominion of sin is destroyed, this of course will 
be removed more or less ; at least it discovers itself 
rarely. It may be, that worldlings do not discover 
this change in believers. . The morality of the world 
is so different from the morality of the Gospel ; and 
the views which each afford ef true nobility are so. 
widely different, as to make this a matter oj course: 
Yet let worldlings declaim on this subject as they 
please, a Christian is the noblest work of God, His 
temper is divine and heavenly; far removed from 
the comparatively grovelling views of the unregene- 
rate. What but sin is ignoble? What but holi- 
ness is noble? Hence the Christian, having obtain- 
ed by grace a free and good conscience, is master 
of his own spirit. He keeps in due subjection his 
unruly appetites and passions, those rebels against the 
law of his God. ‘“ He keeps his heart with all dili- 
gence, knowing that out of his heart proceed the is- 
sues of life.”’ 

Thus at peace within, he can attend to his con- 
cerns abroad. There he has enemies with whom he 
is obliged constantly to war. These enemies are 
Sin and Satan. Against these he fights in this life 
as a king at the head of his subjects. His heart, like 
a well-fortified kingdom, is impregnable, because the 
Spirit of Christ keeps and defends it. ‘The faculties 
of his soul and the powers of his body he uses in his 
combats with his foes. These are deadly and inve- 
terate in their hatred to the truth, and ail who love it. 
There can be no compromise—Death or Victory is 
the Christian’s watchword. He fights manfully against 
principalities, and powers, and spiritual wickeduesses 
in highplaces, This world, lying in sin, is also leagued 
against him. He is therefore crucified to the world, 
and the world tohim. He resists unto biocd all its 
snares and temptations, Thus he will go on battling 


































Select Sentences. 615 


his enemies, until death closes the scene. This is 
his last enemy, and over this also he will be victo- 
rious. In eternity he will reign with God and his 
Christ over all creatures. Rev. iii. 21. Then will 
he be seated on a throne, high and lifted up, with his fel- 
low-Christians to judge the world, associated with 
their great head in this great work. 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. 
Reader, are you called a Christian ? Examine 
yourself whether you are united to Christ and do par- 
take of his unction. If not, you are deceiving 
yourself with vain hopes, and the end of your jour- 
ney, unless God change your state by his grace, will 
be perdition. If you are, cherish your inestimable 
privileges, and walk worthy of your high vocation. 


SELECT SENTENCES. 


If you would so see the sinfulness of sin as to loath 
if and to mourn for it, do not not stand looking upon 
sin, but first look upon Christ as suffering and satis- 
fying. 

Wilcox. 


Prove your conversion, and you need not doubt of 
your election. 


Allein. 


Is a father to be blamed for striking a cup of poi- 
son out of his child’s hand? Or God, for stripping 
us of those outward comforts which would run 
away with our hearts from him ? 


Maden. 
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CHURCH OF GOD. 
N°. XVI. 


—~D $C 


‘Officers, &e. 


“ K Now.epce is power,” in the same senge@ 
in which every other instrument may be denominated 
power; viz. as ameanstoanend. By itself it is as 
meflicient as any material weapon whatever. The 
weapon is useless without ahand to employ it. Ne 
better is knowledge detached from a sound head. It 
would be wasting time to prove that mere learning is 
among the most feeble and inert of human things. 
Prodigies of erudition are frequently destitute of com - 
mon sense ; and, in the practical business of life, in 
all that relates to the direction of men, are more im- 
potent than children. Such reservoirs of unassorted 
facts answer one good purpose. and only one; they 
furnish materials for those who can thint. Heavy 
plodding industry must be content with the useful 
property, and the humble praise, of a pioneer for 
brain. Learning, therefore, although indispensable 
to an “¢ ability to teach,” - will not, of itself, impart 
that ability. To give it its proper effect two things 
are necessary : 

1. Good sense. . 

2. Good sense weil disciplined. 

On the first we have already expressed our opi- 
nion ; but its great importance will excuse a few act 
ditional remarks. 
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Were we reduced to the alternative of choosing 
between good sense without learning, and learning 
without good sense, we should not hesitate for a mo- 
ment. Good sense, alone, will be always respecta- 
ble: learning, alone, almost always ridiculous. No 
being is so credulous, so easily duped, so regularly 
absurd, so good for nothing upon an emergency, so 
utterly incapable of conducting affairs, as a man 
whose memory is stored with all manner of informa- 


tion, yet is destitute of understanding to use it rightly,. 


Whenever he comes into collision with native vi- 
sour, however uncultivated, he is sure to provide 
the means of his own overthrow. He brings forth 
his learning with the confidence of victory, and is 
amazed to find his artillery wrested from him, and 
urned instantaneously upon himself. Without the 
sagacity to perceive his errour, he is in danger of re. 
peating itas often as he turns disputant. A fact is 
to hima fact; andthe oddsare infinitely against him, 
that out of the million facts at his command, he shall 
select the one least likely to serve him, and that 
when, by the misapplication of one part of his learn- 
ing he has drawn himself into difficulty, he will be 
unable, with all the rest of it, to draw himself out 
again. ‘The Christian story is full of examples of 
this mismanagement. [ven the pulpit, where the 
preacher ought at least to be considerate, is doomed 
to dishonour, when occupicd by indiscretion. There 
are many subjects which 724sé be handled, but which 
require caution, dexterity, and delicacy. © It is most 
humiliating to see a whole congregation in a sweat 
lest the preacher should violate the rules of decorum, 
and to be assured that the peril is in exact proportion, 
to his quantity of knowledge. Qe learned sermon- 
izer cannot. advert to the structure of the human 
body, and show the divine wisdom-in the func- 
tions of the animal economy, without being as filthy, 
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as if he were literally dissecting a carcass. Another 
never touches the scriptural doctrine of the new 
birth, without similes and parallels of the most of- 
fensive kind. And if he lay hold of the subject pro- 
JSessedly, never fails to entertain the female part of 
his audience with a system of midwifery! On all 
topics involving the relations of the sexes it seems 
impossible for some very good men to avoid such 
habitual coarseness as wounds and shocks every 
decent ear. These things are abominable. They 
proceed from a want of good sense. Learning is no 
compensation for such insults to human feeling. 
When they arise, as in a few instances they do, from 
a disregard to the courtesies of life, they are mere 
brutality. | 

These blunders and rudenesses good sense will 
never commit. Want of facts will greatly cramp its 
power, but will not debase it with trash, nor carrica- 
ture it with folly. There is nothing which more 
surely tries it than the adaptation of subjects to cir- 
cumstances, and the mode of treating figurative and 
historical passages. 

Men of great literature, and even of good man- 
ners, who never offend against modesty, make most 
absurd mistakes in delivering to one audience dis- 
courses fit for another of entirely different character. 
They are very apt to do so, if they have allowed 
themselves to be absorbed in a particular theme. 
Their favourite must be the favourite of all the 
world. Abstruse demonstrations, which years of 
study have rendered familiar to themselves, must, 
of course, be evident to the mechanic and the 
husbandman. An English divine, who was deeply 
enamoured of the study of Opticks, and was a very 
distinguished proficient in all its minutiz, could 
scarcely preach on a text in the bible without sliding 
into his darling discussions. Accordingly, having 
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to preach to a plain country congregation in Kent, 
he lectured them with much pith and animation, 
on his dioptricks, and catoptricks, his refractions, 
reflexions, and angles of incidence. ‘They were 
greatly edified, no doubt: and the preacher was 
much delighted. It happened, however, that in going 
from church to the house ofa substantial farmer, his 
host thus accosted him. ‘ Doctor, you have given 
us an excellent sermon to-day : but Ibeleve you made 
one mistake.”  ‘ Mistake!’ exclaimed the Dr. 
* Sur, that is impossible, it was all demonstration ! 1? 
4 True, your Reverence,” quoth Hodge, ‘ but them 
there things that you preached so much about you call- 
ed Hops tics ; ; now in our country, here in Kent, we 
call’em Hop-rouxs.”? We think we have heard, in 
the course of our lives, sermons nearly as well adapt- 
ed to time and place, and quite as instructive to the 
people. 

The injudicious treatment of types, parables, and 
all figurative language, has been so common, that it 
ceases to surprise and almost. to displease. Habit 
gradually renders us msensible to faults which, at 
first, strike us with great force ; and the unquestion- 
ed piety of many public teachers serves as a-mantle 
for eyen their absurdity. In every walk of life, su- 
periours will be imitated. by inferiours. Blemishes 
are much more easily copied than excellence; and 
when the aberrations of thought have imparted re- 
spectability to a bad taste, the evil becomes almost 
incurable in minds of a secondary order. The ir- 
regular sportings of an active and untrained imagina- 
tion, seduce, by their glare, the footsteps of imita- 
tion; and, what was, in the original, a splendid de- 
fect, becomes in the copy an unpardonable offence. 
Thus have successive generations of preachers re- 
gularly improving upon bad models, displayed their 
Ingenuity in marring the beauty of the Scripture, in 
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destroying the harmony of its parts, in breaking off the 
fine points of its most exquisite passages; and when 
they have committed all these ravages, and converted 
the book of God into a book of quibbles and conun- 
drums, they please themselves with the self-flattery of 
having performed wonders of instruction and edifica- 
tion. Typical and figurative texts must be hunted to 
death. T’he more points of resemblance, the abler, of 
course, 1s the preacher; and the more he can find ina fi- 

re than other people can, the more, are they taught 
to believe, do they see of the fulness of the Scriptures. 
How he made his discoveries, is a question which few 
think of asking. The marvellous has a patent for a 


‘sort of implicit faith. For the many, it is sufficient 


that he made them; sagaciously concluding that: if 


the wonders had not been there, he could not have 


found them. There 1s, indeed, one consolation, and 
it is nota small one, that preachers who love the pre- 
cious doctrines of the cross, will preach what is true 
in itself, however they may desert or mangle their 
texts. .Yet this is no excuse for coupling with it all 
manner of nonsense, and fathering it upon the wisdom 
of God. a 3 

The most insufferable departure from the princi. 
-ples of sound exposition is that perversion of the 
‘plain facts of the Bible which is called spirituahzing 
them. Asif there were not passages enough which 
eontain fairly and-unequivocally, according to the 
laws of proper construction, every doctrine of the 
Gospel! as if the Spirit of God had not made his own 
‘book spiritual enough! 

It is inconceivable what havoc this species of ma-~ 
‘nia, for it deserves no’ better name, has made in the 
sober and dignified lessons of divine revelation. And 
it shows how powerful is the influence of an irrational 


“fashion, when even great men are swept by st into the 


hog of absurditv. Massillon’s sermon on the um: 
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potent folk around the pool of Bethesda, with all its 
eloquence, cannot escape from this censure. We 
have before us a thing called a sermon, prepared for 
the press too; which isa morceau in this kind of skill. 
The authour takes for his subject the history oi 
Ehud’s adventure when he killed Egion, the king of 
Moab, and delivered Israel. After pathetically la- 
menting, in his introduction, the blindness of those 
who perceive in the context nothing but a plain histo- 
ry, he proceeds to unfold the mysteries which un- 
veiled themselves to his eye. Every thing is trans- 
formed intoatype. Ehud is a type; his dagger is a 
type; his left-handedness a type; the quarries by 
which he passed a type. In a word, he and his ad- 
venture are types of Christ and his providence. EKe- 
lon, too, isa type; a type of Satan; his big belly, 
fat, dirt, andall. But how was Eglon’ s fat typical 
of Satan? You may wonder, reader, but if you 
have any sense, you will never guess Why even 
thus. Satan is the god of this world; he works in 
the children of disobedience. These children of 
disobedience are a vast multitude. The whole of 
them together serve as a body for Satan; so that he 
is a, fat devil indeed! We are not caricaturing. We 
are relating a simple fact without exaggeration, and 
even below the truth! And this vile gibberish must 
be palmed upon plain people as_sfrritual preaching ! 
Another sample occurred in a discourse upon Gen. 
‘xxix. 2. where Jacob is related to have “ looked, and 
‘‘ behold, a well inthe field ; andlo! there were three 
‘¢ flocks of sheep lying by it.” This is all type.— 
The three flocks typify the three dispensations, to wit, 
the Patriarchal, the Mosaic, and the Christian. T he 
well, too, is ty pical. And the preacher having desir- 
ed his hearers carefully to observe that the “ well was 
in the field,’”’? broke out into this edifying exclama- 
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tion, ‘‘ What a mercy, my brethren, that the fieldwas 
not in the well! !” 

We have quoted strong cases, but not stronger 
than others we could quote. They are the genuine 
consequences of that vicious mode of parodying the 
Bible, from which good sense is‘ the only preserva- 
tive. Considering how much of this harlequin trum- 
pery is bandied about in the Church under the garb 
of spiritual preaching, it is little short of a miracle 
that the religion of Christ Jesus is not burlesqued 
out of the world. 


ANECDOTE. 


A Baronet of the last century, whose mansion was 
in Yorkshire, was supposed to be dead; when the 
following conversation took place between his jester 
or fool, and his servants : | 

Serv. Our master is gone. Fool. Ah! whither is 
he gone? Serv. To heaven, to be sure. Fool. To 
heaven ! no, that he is not, I amcertain. Serv. Why 
so? ool. Why, because heaven is a great way off; 
and when my master was going a long journey, he 
used for some time before to talk about it, and pre- 
pare for it; but, J never heard him speak of heaven, 
or saw him make any preparations for going: he 
cannot therefore, be gone thither. The Baronet, how- 
ever, recovered, and this conversation being told him, 
he was so struck with it, that he immediately began 


to prepare for his journey to the eternal world. 
+ 


[ 623 ] 


REVIEW. 








ART. V. 


The excellence of the Church: a Sermon, preached at the 
consecration of Trinity Church, Newark, New-Jersey, by 
the Right Reverend Bishop Moore, on Monday, May 21, 
A. D. 1810. By John Henry Hobart, D. D. An Assist- 
ant Minister of Trinity Church, New-York. Published 
by request. New-York, T. & J. Swords, pp. 41. 8vo. 


(Continued from p. 524.) 


PL AIN dealing is honourable in all ; but especially 
in the ministers of religion. Thus saith an authority 
which Dr. Hobart cannot avowedly reject. We use 
cot plainness of speech: but have renounced the 

idden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully ; but by mani- 
festation of the truth, commending ourselves to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of God—We also believe, 
and therefore speak *. 

The use of ‘ Confessions” or ‘articles’? adopt- 
ed by the Churches, is, accordingly, to give a 
plain and summary exposition of the sense in 
which they understand the word of inspiration ; 
and if the “ public Creed” do not piainly express 
the ‘* belief’? of the Church, it becomes worse 
than useless. It is extremely uncandid in any man, 
or body of men, to profess adherence to any article 
which is not believed to be true, or to maintain pub- 


* 2 Cor. 3. 12. and 4. 2, 13. 
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lic standards which do not plainly express their pri- ul 
vate sentiments about the same doctrines. Assured- I 
ly, it is as necessary that we should observe honesty 
toward God, and toward man in things pertaining to 
God, as that we should be honest in our common 


transactions. a 

Dr. H. says, “It is worthy of remark, that a 
‘¢ in the General Convention of the Protestant Epis- A 
** copal Church in the United States of Ame- ti 


‘‘ rica, when the articles were ratified, there was O 
‘‘ not one advocate of the Calvinistic doctrines *.” r 
That Convention could not have béen ignorant €: 
of the interpretation given of the thirty-nine arti- a 
cles, in the articles of Lambeth, published by the ti 
highest authority in the Church of England. They b 
could not but have known, that the Protestant Church 


of England was Calvinistic, in doctrine, for nearly a Ir 
century after the Reformation ; and that a great part of 
it has always embraced the Anti-arminian creed. They ] 
must have understood that the Calvinistic Churches 
universally admitted the Calvinism of the thirty- v 
nine Articles. Why, then, if they were themselves 
Arminian, did they not speak as they believed, u 
and so alter their Creed as to render it a candid Con-. g 
fession of their own faith? The object of a Creed, _ @ 

we repeat it, is to express unequivocally the faith of u 
! the Church; and certainly an Arminian Convention, 

{ if they wished to be fully understood by all men, W 
i might have contrived articles equally explicit with h 
| the Sermon of Dr. Hobart—clearly Arminian. If b 

the fact, respecting the convention, be as Dr. H. c 
states it, although it does not at all affect the gram- 

matical signification of the ‘‘ Articles,’’ it proves be- n 
yond all dispute, that plain dealing, according to our c 
old fashioned ideas of it, did not, at that time, suit " 


* Note, page 22. 
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the policy of this most excellent Church! The 
Doctor, indeed, contends, that ‘ this fact is a deci- 
‘‘ sive proof that the American Church does not ac- 
“« knowledge that the articles admit of a Calvinistic 
‘¢ interpretation.”’ But wherefore, if Episcopalians 
are willing, even now, to be explicit, do they not 
adopt a public declaration equally expressive of an 
Arminian, as are the Lambeth articles of a Calvinis- 
tic interpretation, instead of explaining by private 
opinions the public standards of the Church? If the 
rule be once admitted, that articles of faith are to be 
explained by private opinions, ecclesiastical stand- 
ards must lose their value, and provoke the indigna- 
tion of every honest man: for by this rule, they can 
be made to signify every thing or nothing. 

Dr. H.’s opinions are now to be tried by their own 
met He considers the Doctrine of the Church*, 

‘“ As to those practical points in which profes- 
sng Christians generally agree.” 

“Oras to those more theoretical opinions on 
Ww hich there is greater diversity of opinion, 

When we began to read that part of the Sermon 
which treats of “ practical points,” we were highly 
gratified, and thought for once that Dr. Hobart preach- 
ed the Gospel. We proceeded, and were painfully 
undeceived. It only resembles the Gospel of Christ. 

The same indistinctness of perception and language, 
which usually characterizes this preacher’s style, 
here also occurs; and the general impression, made 
by the discussion, is decidedly hostile to what we 
consider the power of godliness. 

Under the 1. Practical points, he considers the 
meritorious cause of our acceptance with God ; the 
conditions of our acceptance; the strength by which 
we perform these conditions. 


* Page 5, 
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Under the 2. Theoretical opinions, he considers 
Predestination, Redemption, Free-will, Grace, and 
Perseverance in grace. 

The Ist class of Doctrines are maccurately called 
practical points, as distinguished from the 2d class, 
which are not a jot more theoretical or less practical 
than the former. Nor is the assertion correct in point 
of fact, that, in the former, as explained by Dr. H. 
* professing Christians generally agree.” The fact 
is quite otherwise. 

This is, by far, the most dangerous part of Dr. H.’s 
sermon; for it is here that error, pernicious error, is 
blended with precious truth. In showing the meri- 
torious cause of our acceptance with God, the preach- 
er appears to ascribe the glory of our salvation to the 
merits of Christ’s righteousness; but in describing 
the conditions of our acceptance, he ascribes the whole 
efficacy to our own performance, faith, repentance, 
and good works. In thus asserting plainly that the 
condition of our acceptance is by ourselves fulfilled, 
whilst his remarks upon Christ’s righteousness are ar- 
ranged under an obscure phrase, which appears not 
to be understood by himself, and was not likely to be 
understood by those who heard him, the absolute 
contradiction hebieen both parts of the discussion is 
not readily perceived, and the sinner is directed to 
rely more upon his own, than the righteousness of 
the Saviour. We say, the phrase meritorious cause 
appears not to be understood by the author himself, 
because we would rather ascribe its misapplication to 
the lack of knowledge, thanto ill design. Merito- 
rious cause, being synonymous with condition, both 
the terms are misapplied ; and there is a perfect con- 
tradiction m treating them separately, and causing 
them to represent ideas which‘ are perfectly dis. 
tinct from one another. 
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Cause is that which produces effect. Metaphysi- 
cians and divines, it is true, have employed this word 
in a more extensive sense, and have, in order to pre- 
vent misapprehension of its meaning, coupled it 
with restrictive epithets. They, accordingly, say 
efficient cause, procuring cause, meritorious cause, 
moving cause, final cause, &c. &c. But cause 
and effect are correlates; and, in truth, meritorious 
cause is neither more nor less than condition—the 
terms on which the promised blessing is bestowed. 
The meritorious cause of the sinner’s acceptance with 
God, and the condition of the sinner’s acceptance 
with God, are accordingly synonymous. When the 
preacher, therefore, asserts that the effect is to be as- 
cribed to the merits of the Redeemer, and immediate- 
ly thereafter asserts that it is performed by the sinner, 
he contradicts himself, and obscures as much as pos- 
sible the glory of the Gospel. Nor is the assertion 
in the sequel, that the condition is performed by the 
sinner in the “ strength of the Holy Spirit,” sufficient 
to rescue the discourse from the charge of anti-evan- 
gelical tendency. Supposing that correct ideas were 
connected with this expression by Dr. H. it would 
be only substituting gifts, communicated to us on 
account of Christ, in the room which is occupied 
in the system of grace exclusively by the righteous- 
ness of our God and Saviour. It would confound 
the blessing received, with the condition on which it 
was bestowed. But we are not to expect, from this 
preacher, that just ideas should be connected, even 
with orthodox expressions. He. glories in teaching 
his hearers that we are not “ utterly disabled”? from 
performing this condition—that we are “ co-workers 
with the Spirit,’ and, indeed, that the influence of 
the Spirit ts subordinate to the power of free-will*. 


* Page 19, 26. 





































Oe Soe RE Sle SS eee ee gee ee 


S SS 


+See ak 


t 


} 


it 4 
ne agp, 


ect 
ad 


— Yd ee 


ek 
TE cp Te ST 


i 
ge ie ee 


eee 


— Sen TR ie ra wey 
i ae ee 
we Wag ‘ 


* ln, Sanit 
eas sings done 
abe 


ee ee 
ON ROR Re 


caer Ae oa i 
“29> gate 3 


628 THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


He also considers, himself, and teaches asa part of the 

Church’s boasted “ excellency,” that the meritorious 
cause operates precisely alike upon all men*; and, 

accordingly, that the true.cause of the difference be- 

tween those who are saved, and the nations of them 

that perish, is, not what the Apostle asserts it to be, 

the grace of God; but man’s own free-will. The 
meritorious cause is therefore altogether inefficient, 

and the eilicient cause is in the sinner himseif. As 
the principal glory of our salvation is certainly due to 
that cause which is most effectual, the inference is 
irresistible, that Dr. Hobart must, instead of singing 
Hallelujah, give the glory to the faculties of a sinful 
soul. ‘The honour which he verbally ascribes to the 
Mediator and the Spirit, serves only as a cover to the 
attack which he makes on the Gospel. It was not fair, 
then, to inform his hearers that ‘‘ professed Christians 
generally” were of one mind with the preacher on this 
subject. No. The perfect righteousness of the Redeem- 
er is the meritorious cause, the condition, the sole condi- 

tion of our acceptance with God. We disclaim, abso- 
lutely, any other. Faith in Jesus Christ, the gift of God, 
performed under the supernatural influence of the Holy 
Ghest, not violating human liberty, but effectually in- 
clinmg us to embrace a Saviour, is the mean, the 
only effectual mean of union with ‘Jesus in his right- 
eousness, in order to-be accepted: of God. Repent- 
ance from sin, and the performance of holy duties, are 


effects flowing from union with our. Saviour, and 


from that union certainly: and only flowing. —Salva- 
tion depends entirely upon our union with the 
Saviour, and it is inseparably connected with that 
union. Salvation is promised to faith, because by 
faith we are united to the Redeemer, in his justifying 
righteousness. | 


* Page 18. 31. 
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‘Salvation ‘is promisedto’ repentance and to good 
works, bécaiisé they necessarily imply faith, and are 
the signs-ahid the fruits of our union to that Lord who 
is 6ur righttoustiess and our'strength. “Grace, holi- 
iéss, Eternal life; mre inséparably connected together ; : 
and, instead ‘of Offering ‘violence to the will of man, 
the: Spirit ‘makes. us'willitig’by his almighty power. 
Phe pride. of man is humbled. "The grace of God 
is glorified. T us‘ belong the’ benefits, and to him 
the ‘praise: This is the Gospel in which’ Christians 
rejorte with joy unspeakable bi full of glory. Mt is 
the°-Gospel’ “sf ‘God, whatever is the doctrine of the 
Episcopal Church. 

The Second class of doctrines respect, according 
to the discourse -under review, * certain theoretical 
opinions of predestination, of redemption, of free- 
will, of grace, and of*final perseyerance.” 

Although the preacher’s doctrine does not accord 
with the articles of his ‘own’ Church, this is not de- 
cisive' proof ‘asainst it! “It must stand or fall by its 
own miérit. We have’no ‘intention, however, to take 
up, in this review, already extended far beyond the 
limits of our ‘Original design, the whole’ Arminian 
controversy. We shall, merely asa specimen, se- 
lect for examination Dr. Hobart’s opinion of election. 
It stands first in order. 

His opmion, on this subject, appears to us to be 
as far from modésty as it is from truth. .We are 
tempted to laugh, and yet we tremble in recording it. 
Predestination is represented by him to ‘be God’s 
eternal decree to bring certain men into the commu- 
nion of the Episcopal Church ; and, accordingly, the 
elect of God are the Episcopalians. 

As we do not find this definition expressed in so 
many-words im this sermon, we shall, before we pro- 
ceed to offer any remarks upon it, and in order to bar 
all future equivocation, incontestibly prove that the 

Vol. UL—No. XI. 4M 
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sentiment is expressed by Dr. H. We would not, 
upon slight grounds, charge any man with being the. 
advocate of such absurdity ; and we: are confident 
that our readers. will not readily admit, that any re- 
spectable man, in this age, would give the sanction 
of his name to pretensions, as ridiculous as they are 
extravagant. The only difficulty, however, which 
we anticipate in producing testimony, is, that any 
other man may, with equal facility, prove, from the 
Doctor’s own writings, that he also thinks otherwise. 
So crude are the theological notions of this divine, 
and so devoid of precision his phraseology, epithets, 
and metaphors dancing with all the glittering irregu- 
larity of atoms ina sun-beam, that it is no difficult 
task to convict him of maintaining self-contradictory 
opinions—an error, into which any one may fall who 
writes without taking pains to understand. .We 
proceed to the proof. 

Dr. Hobart maintains that predestination is the 
eternal popes of Jehovah to make some men .mem- 
bers of the Episcopal Church ; and that it secures no- 
thing more than this to the elect. 

ie this proposition are involved three assertions, 
each of which is confidently maintained by Dr. H. 

Predestination is God’s eternal purpose respecting 
some only of mankind—the object of it is to make 
these persons members of the Church—that Church 
is exclusively the Episcopal Church. 

1. It is God’s eternal decree respecting some of 
mankind. Dr. Hobart approves, and quotes, as con- 
taining this sentiment, the 17th article; and holds 
it up te view asa part of the “ excellence of the 
Church*.” 

‘« Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose 
‘‘ of God, whereby, before the foundations of the 
‘¢ world were laid, he hath constantly decreed by his 


* Papes 13—15. 
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‘¢ counsel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and 
‘< damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ 
‘© out of mankind*.” 

2. Theend of predestination or electidh is to make 
Church-members. The words—‘“‘ to life,’’—*‘‘ de- 
liver from curse and damnation,’’ &c. are mere ex- 
pletives, or only employed to deceive the simple. To 
such lofty intellects as Dr. H.’s they convey no mean- 
ing. His words aret, ‘‘ It maintains on a just con- 
‘* struction, the only election declared in Scripture, 
** the election of Christians as a collective body to 
** the privileges of the Gospel. In like manner, all 
‘¢ Christians are now the chosen, the “‘ elect’’ of God. 
*¢ ‘They are all by baptism taken out of the world, 
‘“¢ and placed in God's holy Church; received into 
“© Covenant with him.”? ‘These words are sufhcient- 
ly explicit. The elect of God are all who by baptism 
become Church-members. And we shall now see, 

3. That these are, exclusively, the Episcopalians ; 
for Dr. H. admits not the existence of any other bap- 
tism, or any other Church in covenant with God, 
than that which is Episcopal. He will not deny this. 
It appears to be that doctrine, to the support of which 
he has devoted his life. Itis not only contained in 
all his writings, but it is the soul of every thing which 
he has published. In this discourse, ‘‘ the Church” 
is uniformly employed as synonymous with Episco- 
pal Church; and “‘ Churchman”’as synonymous with 
Episcopalian. Dr. H. quotes with approbation the 
following words from an English prelate: ‘“‘ And 
‘ therefore, to speak modestly,”’ (reader, what mo- 
desty !) “‘ they must needsrun avery great hazard 
‘¢ who cut themselves off from ours, and, by conse- 
“ quence, from the Catholic Church.” But we shall 
introduce Dr. H. in propria persona, to express him- 
self on this subject. ‘ Adhere to the government of 


* Article 17. + Page 15. + Page 34 
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“ the Church by Bishops, Priests and Deacons, by 
* whieh government the vzstéle Church of Christ is 
“ known*. The benefits of Church-communion, 
(are) forfeited, when we separate from the priest- 
hood which was instituted by Christ as the essen- 
“ tial characteristic of his Church. The uniform 
‘* testimony of all the apostolic and primitive wri- 
‘< ters establishes the general conclusion, that who- 
“ ever was in communion with the Bishop—was in 
“ communion with Christ ; and whoever was noé in 
‘¢ communion with the Bishop was thereby cut off 
“ from communion with Christ ; and that sacraments 
‘“‘ not administered by the Bishop or those commis- 
** sioned by him, were not only tneffectual to the par- 
‘‘ ties, but, moreover, like the offermgs of Korah, 
“provocations against the Lordt. The only mode 
*¢ through which we ean be admitted into covenant 
‘“¢ with God; the only mode by which we can. obtain 
‘a title to those blessings and privileges which 
*¢ Christ has purchased for his mystical body the 


6¢ 
¢¢ 


_“ Church, is the sacrament of Baptismt.” We 


might multiply quotations. But enough. No invi- 
sible Church—the viszb/e Church, the mystical body 
of Christ—the Episcopal, the only Church in cove: 
nant with God—[piscopal baptism, the only possible 
method of becoming members of Christ’s mystical 
30dy-—-Episcopalians are the elect. Such is the 
‘* excellent” system supported by this Doctor of 
theology,, But wherefore all these magnificent ar- 
rangements, of eternal predestination, mystical union 
with Christ, regeneration, &c, &c. ? ‘To prepare men 
for heaven? to deliver them from curse and damna- 





* The ~xsible Church too is, according to Dr. Hobart, the on/y Church, 
As if resolutely determined to oppose, under every form, the religion 0 
the ** inward man,” and to transform the Church of Christ into a merc 
‘* worldly sanctuary,” adapted to his own views of election, he de- 
cTares, in the Churchman’s Magazine, Vol. VIL. p. 240. that the inzsi. 
sible Church is no more than a Calvinistic phantasie. 


+ Fest. & Fast. pages 69, 60. + Comp. Altar, page 189. 
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tion? Oh! no. Presbyterians may have respect to 
those things which are not seen. ‘They and the articles 
of the Church of England may het that predestina- 
tion is really to eternal salvation; but Dr. H. has a 
much greater end in view. What i is it? “Why, rea- 
der, it is to. be Episcopalians. . This is the end 
of all these arrangements. You have Dr. H.’s word 
for it. .‘‘ This brief investigation of the scriptural 
‘“‘ meaning of the terms, elected, predestinated, and 
others of a similar import, was necessary to prove 
that the application to Christians 1s compatible with 
the forfeiture of the privileges which these terms 
** denote. ‘The Church supposes that the “ elect,”’ 
** those chosen in Christ, might forfeit the everlast- 
ing felicity to which they were predestinated. She 
only admits, that when we fall into sin we may arise 
again, directly implying that we may nof rise again, 
“ and may finally perish’**.”’ 

The non-elect, ignorant Presbyterians, Pagans and 
Savages, W ithout ever becoming members gf Christ’s 
my stical body, without any share in the election of 
grace or interest in the covenant of promise ; these 
may all be seved, if we believe this teacher ; and yet 
the elect E piscopalians, may perish for ever ; com- 
munion with the Bishop notwithstanding. 

We do not pursue the argument through the other 
*¢ theoretical opinions.’’ Nor do we dissent from 
the conclusion which Dr. H. labours in his Anti-cal- 
vinistic zeal to establish—that ‘‘ the elect,’’ in his 
sense of the word, may perish for ever. If predesti- 
nation and grace be understood in the Arminian 
sense, we have no controversy with any man upon 
the subject of perseverance in grace. By the grace 
of God wherein Christians stand, we mean quite a 
different thing. 

The “ Ministry,”’ and 
The ‘¢ Ordinances of Worship,”’ 
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We also leave with the “ Church,” in all the lustre 
of superior ‘“ excellence :” and shall conclude our 
review with a remark upon the preacher’s assertions 
resp poor Liturgy. ‘In the Liturgy which she 

“ enjoys, Church. justly glories, as the legacy of 
“‘ the martyrs, who were her founders; who receiv- 
“ed it, as in great part, the legacy of defenders of the 
a faith yet more primtive.” “ ‘The authority of her 
“Saviour, the practice of the Jewish Church, the 
‘* usage of the primitive Church, sanction, in her 
‘judgment, the prescription of a form*.’? We 
do not blame Dr. H. nor impeach his veracity for 
penning this sentence. Some one may have persuad- 
ed him that this is the fact. But we shall show 
from. faithful history, what was “ the authority” 
which prescribed this form to the Church of England; 
and who the ‘‘ martyred defenders of the faith yet 
‘“ more primitive,” from whom flowed this “ pure 
‘“ liturgy,” in which the Church justly glories; and 
to which, the preacher ascribes celestial origin— 
“* the authority of her Saviour.” 

It was in the year 1533, that Henry VII. who 
had previously received from the Pope the title of 


‘* Defender of the Faith,” having quarrelled with his 


Holiness, procured an act of Parliament, declaring 
himself and his successors, SUPREME Hib of the 
Church of Englandt. In 1545, the Popish forms of 
worship were first altered, and the litany appointed 
for the use of the Churches, by the King’s authority. 

The act establishing the litany, was shortly afterwards 
followed by one, prohibiting to the Churches the 
the use of the English Biblet. The English clergy 
were at this time sunk in profound i ignorance. Many 

of them could not even read, and very few of fhiemn 
could preach. In the reign of Edward it was found 
necessary to compose homilies, for their use. An 
act was passed in the second year of Edward, pro- 


* 05. Hen. VI. C. 1. + Page 26. + 96. Hen. VII. C. 1. 
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hibiting preaching altogether, and requiring the parish 
priests, under pain of excommunication, to read the 
homilies to their hearers. ‘The. priests who could 
not preach, could not pray; and.the few who. had 
sense and learning among them, thought ‘it best to 
make prayers for them. Then comes the. liturgy. 

Five Mass-books, viz. The Romish Missals of Sa- 
rum, York, Hereford, Bangor, and Lincoln*, are the 
sources from which it was collected by Cranmer, 
and a few others, and presented to the king. With- 
out ever having been laid before a convocation of 
the Clergy, it was sanctioned by act of Parliament, 

15th January, 1548, and ordered to be used in all the 
Churches in England, under pain of fines, forfeiture of 
all goods, and imprisonment for lifet. This is the 
true origin of the liturgy. Under these circumstan- 
ces, it would be cruel to censure, in terms of severity, 
those who complied with the use of these forms.— 
They were prescribed, however, not by the authority 
of the Saviour; but by that of Henry and Edward. 

The same apology cannot be offered for those, who 
would enjoin the use of the liturgy upon us, in the 
present day. Cranmer could have no idea that 
that what he provided, as a temporary expedient for 
his ignorant brethren, would be afterwards urged as 
a perpetual law for the Church of God. And even 
the king, himself, in the highest pride of royalty, 
could not have expected that there should arise a 
generation, who would urge as the voice of God 
what he enforced by his own usurped authority over 
the consciences of his subjects. 

This, then, is the origin of the famous book of 
common prayer. It is no random assertion we make. 
We refer the reader to acts of Parliament—to the 
documents and the dates. If we are not mistaken, 


* 6 Togacy of Defenders of the Faith yet more primitive.’ Hebart 
. ball “ — 4 -_~ i" 
+ But. Vel. p.551. Rec. 6. YH. No. 28. Nedl. Vel. C. 1 
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Dr: H. will find the best authority for the liturgy 
of his Church, not im the Bible; but in the statutes 
of the House of Tudor. 

Serious people; we are aware, acquire by habit, a 
veneration for those forms with which they are in the 
practice: of associating the solemnities ‘of devotion ; 
and-aceordingly pious Episcopalians feel respect for 
their liturgy. This is perfectly natural. But, while 
we admit this fact, we have no apology to offer for 
him, who, taking advantage of this prejudice, endea- 
vours to make a Christian people hostile to those ex- 
ercises of piety,'in which intelligent saints present 
their‘prayers to the throne of grace, without the re- 


straint of forms. ‘There is not a syllable in the 


Bible’ -to- enforce forms of prayer, although the 
Redeemer exhibits a model. Prayers aré, every 
where, on record, from Genesis to the Revelation; 
and they-are all various and extemporaneous. Jesus 
used no forms. ‘The Apostolic Church had no liturgy. 
In the fifth century each Bishop selected his own 
forms.: “Fhe Popish Church admitted of an indefi- 


nite number and variety of forms. From five seve- | 


ral popish liturgies, the present Episcopal one was 
compiled; and are we, notwithstanding these facts, 
to be told, that it is asin to pray in any other words 
than these 2? What! amidst all our Gospel-light, in 
spite of the fulness of the blessings of the Spirit, 


cannot a Christian, who feels his wants, ask mercy of 


his God ? Cannot a Protestant minister ask, for his 
pastoral charge, the blessings of Redemption, with- 
out employmg the very words of a certain book, 
formed out of some mass-books? A book, too, 
which was composed with the design of supply- 
ing, among an illiterate people, the deficiency 
created by an ignorant and scandalous clergy? It 
1s too much. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN. 


Sixth Report of the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 
Read at their Anniversary, on the 2d of May, 1810. 


Your Committee have now to lay before the members of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society, the report of their proceedings during 
the sixth year of its institution. 

Resuming the narrative of their foreign correspondence, from the 
information in their last report, your committee have the satisfaction to 
state, that the measures adopted by them for promoting an edition of 
the Scriptures in the Polish language, through the agency of the Bible 
Society at Berlin, have proved successful. In consequence of the re- 
mittances made for this purpose, by the British and Foreign Buble So- 
ciety, the first sheet of the Oid Testament issued from the press in April 
of the last year; and with a view to give publicity to the undertaking, 
and to show the mode in which it was executed, copies of it were sent 
to all the principal Protestant congregations in Poland. 

The latest intelligence from the Bible Society at Berlin, respecting 
the progress of this work, is contained in two letters; the first dated 
the 11th of December, 1809, the last dated'the 20th March, 1810. From 
this it appears, that the proposed edition, comprising 8,UUU copies of the 
whole Bible, and 4,000 extra copies of the New Testament, had then been 
advanced to the beginning of the prophecy of Daniel, and there was 
every reason to expect that the work would be prosecuted to its con- 
clusion with all possible expedition. As the Berlin society depended on 
returns from the sale of Bibles in Poland, for fulfilling its engagements 
with the printer, and as there was reason to apprehend that such 
returns might not be made in due time for this purpose, your commit- 
tee readily acceded to a proposition of the society at Berlin, for a loan, 
if necessary, to be advanced after the Polish Bible should be completed, 
under a condition of repayment from the sale of that work. 

The preceding intelligence was accompanied by a representation, 
that copies of the Bible in Lithuania from their great scarcity, bore a most 
exorbitant price, and that the people of that country were in « still more 
impoverished state than even the inhabitants of Poland, and of course 
more incompetent to provide a new edition of the Scriptures, which was 
much wanted, from their own resources. Your committee, deeming 
this a case which particularly required the assistance of the British and 
Foreign Bible Socicty, determined to grant it ; they recommeided the for- 
mation of a committee at Koningsberg for the express purpose of printing 
a Lithuanian Bible, and authorised such committee to draw on the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society for the sum of 3901. in aid of that work. 
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In a subsequent letter from Berlin, dated the 27th of February last, it 
is stated, that the Lithuanian nation contains upwards of a million of 
people, many of whom are truly pious, but very poor ; and that one of 
the principal clergymen has caused it to be published from all the pul- 
pits belonging to Prussian Lithuania, that a new edition of the Lithua- 
nian Bible was about to be printed, and invited the members of the dif. 
ferent congregations to become subscribers to this work. In conse- 
quence of which several hundreds had already given in their names. 

Your committee have still to lament the continuance of those impe- 

diments, which have so long interrupted their correspondence with the 
German Bible Society at Basle. The only letter received from that so- 
ciety during the last year, dated July 1, 1809, warmly expresses its 
grateful feelings, for the generous support repeatedly afforded to it by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. It confirms the expectations 
held out in your committee’s last report, both with respect to a second 
edition of the German Bible, and to an edition of 5,000 New Testaments, 
undertaken by a society of active Christians at Basle, for the benefit of the 
Grison Mountaineers, in their peculiar dialect ; by stating, with respect 
to the former, that “ out of 5,500 copies, which left the press in Decem- 
ber last, almost the whole are disposed of, and the second edition of 
8,000 is begun ;” and with respect to the latter, that the impression was 
nearly completed. 

The active zeal so successfully displayed by the German Bible Soci- 
ety in distributing French Testaments, has been already noticed ; it has 
induced your committee to assist them with a grant of 2001. for the pur- 
chase of Bibles andTestaments, for sale or gratuitous distribution in Lan- 
guedoc, where a number of pious protestant clergymen have large con- 

egations ; and in other parts of France. 

By a letter from Basle, dated April 4, 1810, it appears that the com- 
mittee of the German Bible Society have received the 2001. remitted 
to them for the purchase of French Bibles and Testaments, with many 
thanks. They have also purchased 4,000 copies of the French Testa- 
ment, and have sent them to different depositories in Montbiliard, Nis- 
mes, and other places in France. From several parts of the south-eastern 
provinces of France authentic accounts have been received, that many 
Roman Catholics requested copies of the Testaments, and had read 
them with great eagerness and gratitude. The Romanese Testament 
has been completed, and received with extraordinary joy by the poor 
inhabitants of the Grisons. To this intelligence it was added, that a 
member of the Basle committee had undertaken to print 4,000 copics 
of the Old Testament in French, on condition that the committee should 
take 1,000 copies; and that the work had already advanced to the third 

sheet: and further, that a strong desire had been manifested among 

the Grisons to proceed to the printing of the Old Testament in the Ro- 
manese, but that their funds were unequal to the work: Your commit- 
tee, therefore, desirous of encouraging these impotent undertakings, 
both with respect to France and the Grisons, resolved to assist the 

Basle committee with a grant of 300l. for the first object, and 2001. for 

the last. 

Your committee have next to advert to their correspondence with 
the Evangelical Society at Stockholm. In their last report, they stated 
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that the sum of 3001. had been remitted to that society for the purpose 
of enabling it to undertake an edition of the Swedish New Testament 
on standing types. Encouraged by this remittance, the society proceeded 
immediately to the execution of the work. The first sheet was printed 
in May; and by the intelligence, dated March 23, 1810, it appears that 
the last sheet had left the press ; and that a second edition of 4,000 co- 
pies would be immediately undertaken. 

A very satisfactory specimen of it has been received by your commit- 
tee. It will be gratifying to the British and Foreign Bible Society to 
be informed, that without its timely assistance the accomplishment of 
this work must have been considerably delayed. 

Your committee naturally entertained hopes, that an edition of the 
Old Testament in Swedish might also be printed ; and it was therefore 
with much satisfaction they learnt, that the Evangelical Society at Stock- 
holm had anticipated their expectations by a proposal to undertake it. 
Nor was that society wanting in its exertions to procure the necessary 
funds for this purpose, by a public solicitation of pecuniary contribu- 
tions. It was, however, apparent, that on account of the impoverishment 
occasioned by the war, the solicited assistance would not prove equal 
to the expenses of the undertaking ; and that the assistance of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society would still be required to forward the 
execution of it. In this conviction, and anxious to gratify the poor in- 
habitants of Sweden with a new edition of the whole Bible, your com- 
mittee determined to assist the Evangelical Society with a further grant 
of S001.; and they have the satisfaction to add, that, in consequence of 
this d@hation, the work was immediately begun, and Michaelmas, 1811, 
is assigned as the expected period for its completion. The amount of 

contributions in Sweden, considering the pressure of the times, has in- 
deed exceeded all expectation, but it has by no means proved sufficient 
to render the assistance of the British and Foreign Bible Society super- 
fluous. 

Your committee have also availed themselves of the assistance of the 
Ev angelical Society at Stockholm, to print, at the expense of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, a New Testament in the dialect of Lapland, 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of that country. The necessity of this 
work, (as the former edition of 1755 was entirely exhausted,) and the 
despair of accomplishing it, were forcibly pointed out to two correspon- 
dents of your committee, by Bishop Nordon, at Tornea. It appeared 
also that in his diocese, which comprises the north of Sweden, and 
Swedish Lapland, there were about 10,000 Laplanders, unacquainted 
with any language but that of their own country. The Bishop himself 
has undertaken to superintend the publication; the expense of which, 
for an edition of 3,000 copies of the New Testament, may be estimated 
at about 2001. A specimen of this work has been received by your 
committee, who have reason to believe, that it is by this time considera- 
bly advanced. 

The safe arrival, and due distribution of the Bibles sent by your com- 
mittee for the use of the German colonists on the banks of the Wolga, 
have been acknowledged by the Rev. M. Hiemer, another pastor of a 
German congregation in that quarter, who distributed part of them, and 
adds his testimony to that of the Rey. Mr. Huber in Catharinestadt, 
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that the present was received with the most lively emotions of gratitude. 
The second supply voted to them by your committee has probably reach- 
ed them by this time. 

Your committee having learnt that the edition of the Arabic Bible, 
printing under the patronage of the bishop of Durham, was considerabl 
advinced, regarded this undertaking as one in which the funds of the 
society would be with the strictest propriety employed. They therefore 
resolved, that the sum of 250]. should be granted in aid of this work, 
and that the society should take 500 copies of the same at the selling 
price, when the impression shall have been completed. 

Your committee have now to advert to the transactions of the society 
with India. On this subject it is only necessary to report, that the cor- 
responding committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society in Ben- 
gal, have availed themselves of the pecuniary aid furnished for promo- 
ting the translation, and printing of the scriptures in the dialects of Hin- 
dostan ; these translations are proceeding in the most extensive man- 
ner, by various hands. Official accounts of the manner in which the so- 
ciety’s funds have been applied in promoting these translations, have 
been announced, as transmitted by the corresponding committee, but 
have not yet been received. Copies of the New Testament in Sanscrit, 
and of the four gospels in Hindustanee, printed by the missionaries at 
Serampore, have been presented to your committee ; and a bill for 10001. 
drawn upon your society, and subscribed by all the members of the 
corresponding committee at Calcutta, has been duly honoured. 

Under the head of foreign connections, it only remains briefly to re- 
port ‘some very interesting information respecting Ceylon, for which 
your committee are indebted to Sir Alexander Johnstone, who is lately 
returned from that island. . The number of natives there, subject to the 
British government, is computed at a million and a half; their languages 
are the Cingalese and Tamul. Nearly the first three books of the Old 
Testament, and the whole of the New, have been translated into the 
Cingalese, and printed at Columbo, at the charge of government, for 
the purpose of supplying the natives professing Christianity, who are 
said to be very numerous. It was further stated, that the means of 
printing at Columbo were very limited, and that it was desirable they 
should be extended. 

This information naturally suggested to your committee a desire to 
supply the inhabitants of Ceylon more extensively with the holy scrip- 
tures ; and the question which occupied their consideration was, whe- 
ther this could be most advantageously done, by printing a Cingalese 
edition of the scriptures in this country, or by affording such assistance 
as might facilitate the means of printing them on that island. Your 
committee have not yet obtained sufficient information on this interesting 
subject to enable them to adopt a determination upon it; but have taken 
the means to procure it, by directing inquiries to be made in this coun- 
trv, and by opening a correspondence for the same purpose, both with 
Holland and Ceylon. 

The last report of your committee noticed the institution of a Bible 
Society at Philadelphia, and expressed their hopes, that similar es: ab- 
lishments would be formed throughout the several states in the Ameri- 
can union. These expectations have not been disappointed. Two so- 
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cieties have been established at New-York: one under the denomina- 
tion of “ The Young Men’s Bible Society,” and another under the de- 
signation of the “ New-York Bible Society.” The latter, of which the 
Rev. Dr. Livingston is president, owes its origin professedly “ to the 
laudable example of the British and Foreign Bible Society;” and it has 
applied to your committee for “ information, counsel, and aid.” To 
encourage and assist the exertions of this new institution, a grant of 1001. 
has been made to it by your committee, who have also deemed it ad- 
viseable to recommend the incorporation of the two societies into one 
institution. 

Your committee have also received intelligence, that Bible Societies 
have been formed in Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New-Jersey ; the 
particulars of the institutions at the two last mentioned places have 
not reached them; but they ,are in possession of a printed account of 
the constitution of the society at Connecticut, and have presented it with 
a donation of 501]. in aid of its funds. 

A letter from the corresponding secretary of the Massachusetts Bible 
Society, addressed to Sir William Pepperell, Bart. V. P. and accompa- 
nied with an address and statement of the constitution, officers, &c. of 
that society, having been laid before your committee, they resolved to 
grant that society the sum of 1001. in aid of their funds. 

Of the probable utility of these several associations, a satisfactory idea 
may be formed from the intelligence which has been transmitted from 
America, expressing, that the demand for Bibles since the commence- 
ment of the distribution of them by the society at Philadelphia, has ex- 
eeeded all expectation. 

Your committee having thus summarily reported the most material 
of their foreign transactions, will proceed to state the occurrences of the 
last year, within the united kingdom, in connection with the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

On this occasion it is impossible to pass unnoticed an event which 
has filled your committee with the deepest regret, the death of one of 
the vice-presidents of the society, the lamented and most respected late 
bishop of London. They are persuaded that every member of the in- 

stitution will cordially sympathize with them on this expression of their 
feelings, as a tribute no less due to the public and private virtues of that 
‘venerable prelate, than to the station which he held in this society. 

The domestic occurrences, with a view to aclearer elucidation of 
them, may be conveniently arranged under the following heads : 

1. New editions of the scriptures printed in England. 

2. Auxiliary Bible Societies instituted since the last general meeting. 

3. Distribution of Bibles and Testaments : and 

4. Donations to the funds of the society. 

Under the first head, your committee have to report, that the edition 
of the New Testament in ancient and modern Greek, in parallel columns, 
commenced in the last year, is nearly completed ; and that the Dutch 
and Danish Testament, announced in the former report as being in the 
press, are now in circulation. 

Your committee have also to report their resolution to print a version 
of the New Testament in the Irish language. 

This resolution has been adopted on the fullest deliberation, and af- 
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ter the most minute inquiry into the expediency of it. The doubts on 
this subject, which have long delayed the execution of the work, are 
not new, as the question respecting the use of the bible and liturgy in 
the Irish tongue was amply discussed in a convocation held at Dublin, 
as long ago as the year 1634. It was then decided in the atlirmative ; 
and the arguments admitted in favour of the proposition did not appear 
to your committee to have lost their weight, when considered as appli- 
cable to the question at this time. 

Your committee will not enter into a recapitulation of them: it will 
be sufficient to state, that there are still many Irish who may be induced 
to read the scriptures in their own language, but will not read them in 
the English orin the Gaellic; and there is reason to believe that the 
demand for them on this account will probably be considerable. On the 
other hand, your committee have heard no arguments against the mea- 
sure but what appear to them to have been satisfactorily answered. 
The version published by Bishop Beddel has been adopted by your com- 
mittee, for the edition now preparing, consisting of 2000 copies of the 
New Testament only, on stereotype. 7 

The society is not uninformed, that a Mission has been for these forty 
years past, established on the coast of Labrador, for the purpose of in- 
structing the Esquimaux in the Christian Religion. To facilitate these 
charitable labours, your committee have printed a version of the gospel 
of St. John in the ‘Esquimaux language, and have further agreed to 
print the Gospel of St. Luke. ‘These works have been placed under 
the superintendance of the Rev. Mr. Kohlmeister, a Missionary, lately 
returned from Labrador, and, by a residence there of eighteen years, 
weli acquainted with the Esquimaux dialect. 

Your committee will next advert to the second head of arrangement, 
the Auxiliary Bibie Societies which have been established since the last 
general meeting. 

To expatiate on the advantages derived from these associations would 
be superfluous; it may, however, be briefly remarked, that whilst they 
exhibit a most decisive approbation of the principle on which the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society was formed, they afford the most offica- 
cious means, by local and combined exertions, of promoting the ‘great 
object of its institution. 

The rules and regulations under which the Auxiliary Bible Societicg 
have been constituted, will appear in the appendix to your committee’s 
report. It will be only necessary to state, that the principal aim of all is 
the same as that of the parent Institution ; and that their design is to pro- 
mote the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, -either by direct contribu- 
tions to the funds of the British and Foreign Bible Society, or by the local 
application of such portion of their means as circumstances may require, 
for the furtherance of this important object. The following is the enu- 
meration of those Auxiliary Societies which have been added in the 
course of the last year to the associations and societies in London, Glas- 
gow, Birmingham, Greenock, Reading, and Nottingham, of which ac- 
counts have been given in former reports. 

1. “ The Bible Society of Newcastle upon Tyne and its vicinity,” un- 
der the patronage of the Lord Bishop of Durham. 

2. * The Penryn and Faimouth Society.” 
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3. “The Leeds Auxiliary Bible Society.” This institution was es- 
tablished at Leeds on the day of the National Jubilee, with the double 
object of supplving the poor with Bibles and Testaments, and of aiding 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

4. “ The Manchester and Sandford Auxiliary Bible Society.” Pre- 
sident, the Rev. Dr. Blackburne, Warden of Manchester. The compre- 
hensive scale on which this Society has been formed, and the zealous co- 
operation in which the several members of it have united to carry into 
effect the object of its establishment, give it peculiar claims on the re- 
spect and gratitude of the Parent institution. 

5. “ The Devorrand Exeter Bible Society.” President Sir Thomas 
Dyke Acland, Bart.- 

6. “ The Leicester Auxiliary Bible Society.” President, T. Babing- 
ton, Esq. 

7. * The Auxiliary Bible Society at Kendal and its vicinity.” 
dent, the Rev. M. Murfitt, Vicar of Kendal. 


8. “ The Bible Society at Sheffield and its vicinity.” President, the 
Right Hon. Earl Fitzwilliam. 


9. “ The Bible Society at Hull.” 

10. “ The Bristol Auxiliary Bible Society,” instituted under the pa- 
tronage of the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Bristol. 

To promote the formation of this society, his Lordship was pleased 
to address a circular letter to the Rev. the clergy of his Diocese, statin 
« his hearty approbation of the measure, and that it would afford him 
the greatest pleasure to see it carried into execution.” 

The zeal and alacrity exhibited by Christians of all denominations, to 
second his Lordship’s recommendation ; the number and respectability of 
the members of this new Institution ; the magnitude oftheir contributions 
and annual subscriptions, prove the deep interest excited at Bristol for 
the success of the British and Foreign Bible Society, in disseminating 
the Holy Scr iptures. 

Your committee have the pleasure to add, that the Lord Bishop of 
Bristol is the President of it, and that his Lordship has also honoured 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, by consenting to be one of its 
Vice-Presidents. 

While your committee particularize, with such peculiar marks of 
commendation, the societies which have been formed at Bristol and at 
Manchester, they desire to be understood, as entertaining the most un- 
feigned respect and gratitude for those exertions which have been made 
by the other Auxiliary Societies, and which promise to aid, in so mate- 
rial a degree, both the funds and the cperations of the Parent Institu- 
tion. 

Nor have the friends of religion in ‘Scotland been inactive in promo- 
ting associations for the furtherance of the same object. In that part 
of the united kingdom, three new Bible Societies have been formed :— 
1. “ The Edinburgh Bible Society ;” 2. The “ East Lothian Bible So- 
ciety ;” and, 3. “ The Scottish Bible Society ;”” by the Ministers of the 
Presbytery of Edinburgh. From the co-operation of the former in un- 
dertaking to supply the military with bibles, and charging itself with the 
distribution of the Gaelic bibles in the Hight: ands, on the behalf of the 


British and Foreign Bible Society, your committee hope to receive the 
most useful assistance. 


Presi- 
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. Indixeland, the Hibernian Bible Society, which has been already mer’ 
tioned, in: the former reports of your committee, under the most respect- 
able “patronage of his Grace the Lord Primate, and other distinguished 
personages, has directed its attention to the intro uction of the Institu. 
tionints different parts of the country, by the establishment of Branch 
Societies, and several have been accordingly formed. In Dungannon, 
under the patronage of Lord Viscount Northland; in Armagh, under 
his Grace the Lord Primate ; in New Ross, and in other places. From 
these Branch Societies of the Hibernian Bible Society, the same co-ope- 
ration maybe expected as from the Auxiliary Bible Societies establish- 
ed in En elind. 

To aseist the efforts of the Hibernian Bible Society in the distribution 
of the Hol¥ Seyiptures, your committee have voted to it a grant of 5G01. 
and. it ith the greatest satisfaction they also report, that a donation 
of. 200]. Has: been made to the same Institution, by the Edinburgh Bi- 
ble Society. The grant from this society, has been acknowledged in 
the Report ofthe Hibernian Bible Society, accompanied with the grati- 
fying statement, that the issue of Bibles and Testaments from their In- 
stitution during the last twelve months, has nearly doubled that of the 
former years, - amounting to 9034 bibles and testaments: 

Your committce having been informed, that the Bible committee, of 
the Synod of Ulster, were making great exertions in disseminating the 
Holy Scriptures in Ireland, presented that body with a donation of 100). 
to assist its charitable efforts ; ; and they have had the satisfaction of 
learning, that the society alluded to has raised vary large contributions 
within the bounds of the Synod, for the distribution of bibles and testa- 
ments to the poor of the respective congregations. 

It is matter of real satisfaction to observe, that the assistance so liber- 
ally granted to Ireland, has stimulated the friends of religion in that 
country to a degree of zeal and activity, from which, under the Divine 
blessing, the best consequences may be expected. 

Under the general head of distribution. of the Scriptures, on which 
your committee have now to report, they mean to include not only dona- 
tions, but supplies of the scriptures furnished by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society to other associations and individuals, at the cost, or redu- 
ced prices. 

The total’ of such donations and supplies has been very considerable 
during the last year, both at home and abroad. Copies of the Scrip- 
tures, either im whole or in part, and in various languages have been 
sent—ABbroap—to Southern Africa, for the benefit of the converted 
Hottentots—To Parmaribo in Surinam.—To the West-Indies, for the use 
of the Christian Negroes.—To the Islands of Sark, Jersy, Madeira, Do- 
minica, Bermuda, Jamaica, Guadaloupe, Martinique, and Trinidad.—To 
St. Domingo.—To the Cape of Good Hope.—To Quebec.—To Demerara ; 
and to different stations in India. 

At Home—The Naval.and Military Bible Society has been furnished 
with large supplies of English Bibies-at the cost prices: the same ad- 
vantage has been afforded to the society for the support and encourage- 
ment of Sunday Schools, which has also been supplied with a consider- 
able quantity of the Welsh seriptures: the Misstonary Society has; re- 
ceived some copies of the gospel of St. Matthew in Hebrew and Greek - 








Religious Intelligence.—Foreign. 645 


tlhe Philanthropic Society has been accommodated with the scriptures 
at reduced prices: copies have been furnished gratis to the London 
Female Penitentiary, to the Refuge for the Destitute, and to the Female 
Penitentiary at Bath. A very considerable number of Bibles and Tes- 
taments has been sent to Ireland, to be disposed of at half the cost pri- 
ces, for the accommodation of schools in various parts of that country ; 
afd a supply to the same extent has been committed to an association at 
Cork, under the designation of the Indigent Room Keepers’ Society, for sale 
or gratuitous distribution. The last mentioned association is most be- 
nevolently and extensively occupied in visiting the poor, particularly 
those of the Roman Catholic persuasion. | 

*To specify particular instances, in which individuals have been sup- 
plied with the scriptures for sale or gratuitous distribution, would occupy 
too large a portion of this report. -The trustees of some charitable 
funds for the distribution of the scriptures to the poor have been permitted 
to- purchase them of the society at the cost prices, by which they have 
been enabled to extend the benefits of their respective trusts consider- 
ably further than they could otherwise have done. The poor in several 
work-houses have been supplied under the direction of a committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose. In short, the most unremitted attention has 
béen paid to the accommodation of prisoners of war, to that of soldiers 
and seamen, and to all such wants of the poorer classes of all countries 
and descriptions within the united kingdom, as were stated to require 
the benevolent assistance of the Bible Society. With a view to the par- 
ticular supply of soldiers and seamen, the committee are engaged in 
making arrangements for the: appointment of agents at all the military 
and naval depots, for the sale of Bibles and Testaments at reduced pri- 
ces. Ofthe extent to which the scriptures have been thus disposed of, 
or gratuitously bestowed, the society will be enabled to judge, from 
the following fact, viz. That from the period when the British and Fo- 
réign Bible Society was enabled to furnish supplies of the scriptures, 
no less than 5,377 bibles and testaments have been distributed by one 
correspondent only of your committee, principally to the army and na- 
vy; with a zeal and discrimination which are entitled to the highest 
commendation, and which haye received the most cordial thanks of 
your committee. 

‘ But it will be gratifying to the British and Foreign Bible Society to 
know also, that its benevolence has been accepted with the same cordi- 
ality with which it has been granted. 

- Of 500 Testaments sent to Martinique for sale or gratuitous distribu- 
tion, amongst the negroes and other poor people, 450 were eagerly and 
rapidly purchased; and the remainder reserved for donations. The 
French and Spanish prisoners of war have expressed their grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the benevolence of the society ; and your committee 
have information on which they rely, that the Damsh prisoners, to whom 
791 New Testaments were presented, were daily employed in reading 
them ; and that large companies in different parts of the ship were soon 
thus engaged. From the correspondence of your committee, many 
other accounts might be extracted, equally gratifying to the feelings of 
the Society. 

Your committee have lastly to notice the additicn made to the funds 
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of the British and Foreign Bible Society, by donations, bequests, and. 
congregational collections during the last twelve months. 

From the Auxiliary Bible Societies the following donations have been 
received :— 

Bible Society of Nottingham and its vicinity, 2231. of which one half 
is a donation, and the other for the purchase of Bibles and Testaments, 

Bible Society of Newcastle upon Tyne, 2351. subject to a similar ap- 
propriation. 

Exeter, and Devon Bible Society 1001. subject to a similar appropria- 
tron. | 

Leicester Bible Society, a donation of 3001. 

Kendal Bible Society, a donation of 3261. stated to be the first dona- 
tion from that society. : 

. Bdingburgh Bible Society, a donation of 8001. 

Bristol Bible Society, 27001. 

Sheffield Bible Society, 4231. of which 1001. is for the purchase of 
books. 

Greenock and Port Glasgow Bible Society, a donation of 631. The li- 
berality of this society has been noticed in former reports. 

Hull Bible Society, a donation of 1681. 

Manchester and Salsford Auxiliary Bible Society, 1200l. reserving an 
additional 6001. for the purchase of Bibles and Testaments. _ 

These several donations, have been thankfully acknowledged by 
your committee. 

The zeal and liberality of the Reverend the Presbyteries of Glasgow 
and Ayr, both collectively and separately, have been often and thank- 
fully acknowledged. The Society will recollect a notification in the 
committee’s last report, that the Reverend the Presbytery of Glasgow 
had unanimously appointed an annual collection to be made at the 
churches and chapels within their bounds: this resolution had no pre- 
cedent. Your committee have now the grateful duty to perform of 
reporting the effect of it, by stating that 2181]. has been remitted to 
them by William Muir, Esq. the treasurer, from the presbytery of Glas- 
gow, and from various other presbyteries in the west of Scotland, since - 
the close of the accounts of the Bible Society in 1809. In addition te 
this, the Reverend the presbytery of Glasgow have commenced a se- 
cond collection, the amount of which is considerable, although the col- 
lection is not yet completed, 

To the Reverend the Presbytery of Inverness, the Society is indebted 
for a donation of 178]. being the amount of a collection made in the se- 
veral parishes belonging to it. The letter from the Rev. Mr. Fraser 
accompanying the donation, expresses the grateful thanks of the pres- 
bytery of Inverness to the British and Foreign Bible Society, for a libe- 
ral and seasonable supply of the Gaelic scriptures at a cheap rate. 

The funds of the Society have also been augmented by varions con- 
gregational collections, both in England and Scotland, for all which the 
ibanks of .your committee have been returned. The particular sums 
will be stated in the list of subscribers and donations, but it may be 
satisfactory to mention the places from which they have been received. 
In England, from Uttoxeter, Newcastle under Lyne parochial church, 
Wallington, Wrington, Surrey chapel, Lock’s Field meeting-housc, 
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Church at Lane end, Baccup near Rochdale, and from Macclesfield : In 
Scotland : frem the parish churches in the Presbytery of Fordham, the 
Associate congregation at Nether Kirkgate Aberdeen, and the Associ- 
ate Congregation at West Calder. , 

- The associations mentioned in the former reports of your committee, 
have also continued their zealous exertions for aiding the funds of the 
Society. The Holborn Sundy School has made an additional denation 
of 21]. 10s.; “the London Association” has presented a fifth dona- 
tion, amounting to 921.; and to the zeal of the Association at Birm- 
ingham, the Bible Society is indebted for another donation of 2851. 

The zealous efforts of a member of the Society has also procured 
annual subscriptions amounting to 4501. and a donation of 631. from 
the friends of the institution at Shrewsbury. 

- Your committee have also the particular satisfaction of reporting a 
donation of fifty guineas, unanimously voted on the day of the national 
jubilee, by the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Bristol, master and 
the seniors of Trinity College, Cambridge. Your committee have ex- 
pressed their acknowledgments for this donation, by presenting a set 
of their reports, and copies of each foreign version of the Scriptures 
printed by the Bible Society, (including the Welsh and the Gaelic,) to 
the Library of Trinity College. 

Respect for the memory of the late Bishop of London, whose name 
has been mentioned in another part of this report with the honour 
which it deserves, calls upon your committee to mention, that his Lord- 
ship, about a week previous to his decease, expressed his intention of 
presenting the society with a donation of 501. His Lordship’s execu- 
tors having been informed of this circumstance, very honourably gave 
eilect to his dying intentions, by a donation to that amount. 

- It only remains further to report the following additions to the funds 
of the society by bequests. 

‘The late Mr. Hawkes, of Piccadilly, has bequeathed to the society the 
sum of 10001. in the 4 per cent. Consol. Ann. free from any deduction 
on account of the legacy duty. 

From the late Mrs. M. Basset, the society has received a legacy of 
201. She hath also left 101. for the purchase of Bibles to be distributed 
to the poor. 

William Gray, Esq. of York, and the Rev. Samuel Bottomly of Scar- 
borough, trustees for religious and charitable purposes, under the will 
of Mrs. Ann Greenwood, deceased, have presented to the society the 
sum of 200]. Of this amount, the trustees have desired that 1001. may 
be allotted to the translations of the scriptures carrying on in India, and 
501. to promote those undertaken by the missionaries at Kerass. 

Your committee having now reported the addition made to the funds 
of the Bible Society, deem it their duty to remark, that the necessary 
expenditure for promoting the object of its institution, is also great and 
accumulating. The loss incurred by accommodating subscribers with 
Bibles and Testaments at reduced prices, which was originally intended 
to be one-fifth of the cost, partly by the disposition of the committee to 
fix the lowest terms, and partly by the enhancement in the price of pa- 
per and printing, has now become two-fifths, and the annual amount of 

the loss, which will probably increase, has been of course considera. 
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ble. The claims on the benevolence of the Society for which no returns 
are made, and which your committee feel the strongest disposition to 
gratify in the greatest possible extent, are also numerous and increas- 
ing. 

nae Committee do not mention these circumstances from any des- 
pair that the funds of the Society will prove inadequate to the demands 
upon them; such an apprehension would ill accord with that disposi- 
tion which has been so cheerfully, generally, and liberally manifested 
to promote the great and charitable object of its institution. On the 
contrary, they rely with confidence on the continuance and increase of 
the same liberality, not merely for supporting the Institution, but for 
enlarging its means and capacity to do good. 

Your Committee have only further to add, that a very considerable 
addition has been made to the collection of books belonging to the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society by the generosity of Individuals. The 
particulars of these donations, which have been thankfully acknowledg- 
ed by your Committee, will, as usual, be specified in the Appendix te 
the Report. 

It only now remains to add some reflections naturally suggested by 
the facts which have been communicated to the Society. 

It is now above two hundred and seventy years, since the light of 
Revelation shone with full lustre on this country; for it was then that 
its inhabitants first obtained the invaluable privilege of perusing the 
bible in their own language. The moral and religious eflects which 
have flowed from the use of this privilege, prove what is in itself most 
evident, the influence of the Holy Scriptures in promoting the best in- 
terests of individuals and society, and hence afford the most solid 
ground of encouragement to the circulation of them in the greatest. 
practicable extent. It must not however be unnoticed, that the en- 
couragement thus held out, points to the performance of a duty, (for 
surely is is a duty,) of primary obligation in those who have free ac- 
cess to the waters of life, to open channels for conveying their streams 
to the parched and desolate portions of the earth which they have not 
yet pervaded ; and to remove those obstructions which interrupt their 
currency. To what extent this has been effected by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, is sufficiently apparent from the present and 
former reports of its proceedings; like the great rivers of the earth 
which fertilize regions far distant from the soil in which they take their 
rise, it has diffused the waters of life to the remotest realms, and has 
held out an invitation to every accessible part of the globe, “ Ho every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” 

The establishment of the British and Foreign Bibie Socicty will un- 
doubtedly form a distinguished era in the annals of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. It is to the honour of this country to have produced a religious 
Institution, for such the British and Foreign Bible Society may with 
strict propriety be denominated, the utility of which has received 
the most ample and gratifying acknowledgments, both at home and 
abroad ; an Institution founded on a principle so simple, so intelligible, 
and so unexceptionable, that persons of every description who profess 
to regard the Holy Scriptures as the proper standard of faith, may cor- 
cially and conscientiously unite in it, and in the spirit of true Christian 








Religious Intelhgenee.—Foreign. 649 


charity, harmoniously blend their common endeavours to promote the 
glory of God; an Institution which has excited the emulation of thou- 
sands to disseminate the knowledge of divine truth, and has given 
birth to the most extensive and respectable associations for the express 
purpose of aiding its exertions, and co-operating in the promotion of 
its glorious object ; an Institution, which secures an adherence to the 
integrity of its principle, by regulations so precise and defined as not to 
admit of dubious interpretation. 

Referring to the notice which has been taken of the first promulga- 
tion of the Scriptures in this country for public use, it is impossible not 
to recollect the eager delight with which this new and precious privi- 
lege was embraced and enjoyed. It is matter of real gratification to 
be enabled to remark, that the spirit which prevailed at that memora- 
able era, is not extinct. The facts stated in the present and former re- 
ports prove the high veneration in which the Bible is held throughout 
the United Kingdom, and the public sense entertained of its supreme 
importance to the temporal and eternal welfare of mankind. It is no 
slight recommendation of the British and Foreign Bible Society, that 
it has been the means of exhibiting this proof in a conspicuous view, as 
well as of cherishing and enlarging the feeling to which it applies. _ 
Who that loves his country and fellow-creatures, but must rejoice at 
the notification of facts which may fairly be considered as affording an 
omen so favourable to the prosperity of both? “ Blessed are the peo- 
ple,” says the Psalmist, “ that know the joyful sound ; they shail walk, 
O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice 
all the day, and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted.” 

Your committee, therefore, anxiously desirous that the blessing of 
God may accompany the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, conclude 
their report in the spirit of this Institution, by pressing upon its mem- 
bers and friends in every part of the world, the advice of the Apostle, 
‘‘ Pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be 
glorified ?” 


—< D+ Oo 


Correspondence of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
with India. 


The Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
having lately received from India a Report of Proceedings 
in the Corresponding Committce at Calcutta, together 
with Sabat’s Version of the Epistle to the Romans in Ara- 
bic, take the earliest opportunity of laying before the mem- 
bers and friends of the Institution the following particulars, 
extracted from those commiunications. 


To the Rev. John Owen, Secretary to the British and Forergn Bible 
Society. 
Dear Sir, Calcutta, Jan. 10, 1810. 


I wrote to youonthe 12th of August, 1809, informing you of a 
meeting of the Corresponding Committee having taken place on that 
day. Ihave now the pleasure to transmit a Copy of the proceedings 
of that mecting, and also of a subsequent meeting on the third instant, 
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as directed by the Corresponding Committee. These proceedings 
will exhibit to the Society the most faithful and exact account of what 
has been done in India, under the auspices, and in the name of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 

As the Corresponding Committee will regularly transmit twice a 
year a copy of all their proceedings, the Society will have the satis- 
faction of being made fully acquainted with every transaction. The 
half-yearly Reports of correspondence recorded in the proceedings 
will enable the Society to judge what aids may be necessary for the 
purposes of carrying on translations, of printing editions, and of 
circulating the Sacred Scriptures in India. The Society wil observe, 
that we are totally unprovided with means for commencing printing, 
though in a few months several editions will be revised and corrected 
for the press. A small edition of the New Testament of 1000 copies, 
(like the Persian,) will cost here 10002. on account of the enormous 
price of paper. But if paper was sent out for the purpose, the price of 
jabour, &c. in conducting the press would be inconsiderable. 

The committee expect to receive information daily from Cochin and 
Bombay, and from Ceylon, concerning the Malyalim and Cingalese 
Scriptures ; which, with the Tamul, appear to be first in importance 
and immediate urgency. 

The affecting situation of 12,000 native Protestant Christians in 
Tanjore could not fail‘to impress the Committee with the deepest in- 
terest on their account. As the funds remaining unappropriated in their 
hands were inadequate for the purchase of the Tamul Bibles which 
were offered for sale, a subscription for the purpose was opened on 
New-Year’s Day, which has been liberally supported. This will 
diffuse joy and gladness through a wide region, and realize some of 
the descriptions of Isaiah: “The mountains and the hills shall break 
forth before you imto singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands.” 

The inquiry suggested by the British and Foreign Bible Society 
concerning an edition of the Tamul Seriptures, led to this discovery 
* of the nakedness of the land.” 

That the benevolent and extensive views of the Bible Society for 
diffusing the Sacred Scriptures through the earth, may be crowned, as 
in this instance, with success, will be the constant prayer of your 
committee. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Your faithful humble Servant, 
D. BROWN, 
Sec. to the Corresp. Committee. 


To the Rev. A. Desgranges, Vizagapatam. 
Dear Sur, 
i have the pleasure to transmit to you the accompanying extracts 
from the minutes of the Corresponding Committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. They wish to aid you in the important 
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work of-translation, and to encourage. the good Christian Brahmin 
Anunderayer to co-operate with you. Itis requested you will commu- 
nicate fully the progress of your translation into the Telinga about the 
beginning of December next, that it may be included in the report pro- 
posed to be made to the Bible Society. 

As a solitary labourer in the Telinga, it is the wish of the Corres- 
ponding Committee to strengthen your hands, and they beg to assure 
you of their support. 

It will be some comfort to you, that your labours will not fall 
to the ground. The copies you send to the Corresponding Com- 
mittee will be preserved, and editions given as circumstances shall de- 
termine. 

I have only further to express the Corresponding Committee’s high 
approbation of your faithful labours in the work of the Gospel, and to 
wish you good success. 


(Signed) D. BROWN. 


Report of Progress of Translation of the Holy Scrifitures 
into TELINGA, by the Rev. Augustus Desgranges. Daied 
Vizagafiatam, Dec. 1, 1809. 


Dear Sir, 


I acknowledge with pleasure and gratitude your letter of the 26th 
ef September, in which you forwarded to me the Minutes of the Cor- 
responding Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

I feel myself deeply indebted to the Committee for the interest they 
take in the Telinga Translation, and for their liberality in affording me 
the pecuniary assistance necessary to expedite the work by employing 
suitable co-operators. 

Your liberality to Anunderayer was abundant, and I think very 
requisite to encourage him in his good work. He engages in his occu- 
pation with all his heart and soul; and by being always within my 
call, I am able to consult him on all occasions. This advantage I 
could not enjoy by employing any other Brahmin. I communicated 
the circumstance to him, and he received it with the humility and 
gratitude becoming a Christian. He desires me to present his pro- 
found salams. He has copied the correct sheets of St. Mark’s Gospel ; 
but as he renders me more essential service by translating from the 
Tamul, and by answering all the questions I put to him while I am 
translating myself, I shall not be able to employ him again to copy. 
That part may as well be accomplished by other Brahmins whom I em- 
ploy under his superintendance. 

Anunderayer wishes to communicate in writing the lively sensations 
of gratitude with which he is filled for the interest you take in his own 
and his countrymen’s spiritual and eternal welfare. He is now on a 
visit to his relations; as soon as he returns, I will send you his senti- 


-Ments in Telinga, with an English translation. 


Anunderayer has completed the translation of the four Gospels, 
the Acts of the Apostles, and St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, from 
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the Tamul. These I always consult whenever any difficulty arises 
while I am translating, and they-render me great assistance. St. 
Mark’s Gospel is complete, and I hope to transmit it to you in the 
course of this month. I think I may safely promise you St. Luke’s 
Gospel before your second meeting in the ensuing year. You will per- 
ceive that the work proceeds but slowly; but this cannot be avoided, 
as Ihave determined: not to send you one verse which has not been 
minutely examined three or four times by Anunderayer and myself in 
conference. . 

- The Telinga translation will reap great advantage from the Telinga 
language, which richly furnishes the translator with words, phrases, 
and sentences for his purpose. The softness, elegance, and refinement 
of the Telinga language are generally acknowledged, and I can 
safely pronounce it, from my own attention to it, regular in construc- 
tion, replete with sentences, clear and strong, and abounding with the 
most beautiful figures of speech. 

The extent of country through which the Telinga language prevails, 
is an important consideration. . I shall, therefore, with Wilkin’s 
General Atlas, and an intelligent Brahmin at my side, (who has tra- 
versed the best part of the Carnatic, and who confirms what I have 
been informed of by many others,) relate the result as nearly as it can 
be attained. 

On the sea-coasts the Telinga language prevails from Ganjam to 
Madras. By drawing aline from Madras to Toonibudra, thence to 
this side of Hydrabad, thence to Ganjam within the Ghauts; the 
extent of country within which the Telinga language prevails may be 
ascertained as nearly as possible. But the knowledge of it either in 
speaking or writing, is not confined within these lines, as it. is well 
understood, spoken, and even written by numbers in Madras, Mysore, 
&e. 

‘Ihave the pleasure to enclose two corrected sheets of St. Mark’s 
Crospel. ' 

I am, dear Sir, your’s sincerely, 
(Signed) A. DESGRANGES- 
( To be continued. ) 


———==> >. 
DOMES TIG. 


A Summary Account of the State of Religion within the bounds 
of the Synod of New-York and New-Jersey, Oct. 1810. 


THE Synod feel themselves once more called upon to congratulate 
each other, and to offer their humble, and united thanksgivings toAlmigh- 
ty God for what he hath done, in the past year, for the Churches under 
their care. 

By the statements made to this judicatory, it appears, that the gene- 
ral peace and unity of the Church have been preserved; the public 
worship of God on the Sabbath, as well as on other occasions, has been 
generally attended with more than. ordinary interest and care ; and that 
other ordinances of H1s house, have, by the professing people of God, 
been generally respected, and solemnly and affectionately observed. — 
They observe also with particular pleasure, that more than ordinary at- 
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tention has been paid, in the last year, in all our bounds, to that inex- 
pressibly important duty, the catechetical instruction of our youth. It 

appears also, that steps have already been, or soon will be taken for car- 
_ rying into effect the resolution of the General Assembly, for the pur- 
pose of introducing a salutary discipline, agreeably to the book of dis- 
cipline, and the word of God, over our baptized children. 

The Synod cannot but express a most ardent wish, as the hopes of 
the Church of God centre in the rising generation, that increasing ate 
tention will be paid to the cultivation of their minds, by imbuing them 
with divine knowledge, and the correction of their morals by the in- 
spection of a wise and necessary discipline ; and so much the more, as 
we well know that without obedience to Christ, they are prepared to be 
useful neither to themselves, to the Church of God, nor to their country. 

The Synod have also observed with pleasure, that praying societies, 
formerly instituted, have continued, in many places, to flourish; and 
that as nurseries of the Church of God, they have yielded in the past 
year their usual fruits ef knowledge, of devotion, and of charity. The 
number of new converts during the past year has probably not been as 
great in the Presbyteries of Jersey and Long-Island, as in some years past; 
but in the Presbytery of New-Brunswick the number has been as great 
as usual; and in the Preysbyteries of New-York and Hudson, they are 
believed to have been greater. 

Professors, gathered in revivals of former years, have continued to, 
walk worthy of their high calling, with very few exceptions. Aposta- 
cies have been rare, and professed infidelity has concealed itself from 
the public eye. 

The Synod have reason to hope that there exists, in many of our 
Ghurches, a more than ordinary desire for the attainment of divine 
knowledge, and a more than ordinary devotedness to God, producing, 
as far as it extends, improvement of morals, and a corresponding in- 
crease of private, domestic, and public happiness. Thus the Great Head 
of the Church hath now again, as in times past, notwithstanding all our 
unworthiness, had respect unto the covenant of his grace. We have 
failed in our duty and gratitude to him; but he has not failed to us 
either in faithfulness or mercy. He has forgiven much. He has done 
much for us, and for ours. O may we be ever mindful of his benefits, 
and. love much, and love for ever. AMEN. 








OBITUARY. 
—<S +o 
Dre, the 22d of May last, Mrs. Er1za Livinostow, third daughter 
of the late Mr. Charles Mc Evers, and wife of Mr. John R. Livingston, 
of this city. 
This lady was an ornament to her sex, and the delight of her nume- 
rous friends. She was lovely in her person, accomplished in her man- 


ners, sweet in her disposition, and richly cultivated in her mind. Though 
thus peculiarly fitted for the respectable and elevated circle in which she 
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moved, she counted all things but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus her Lord. By grace she was enabled to adorn the 
doctrines of God her Saviour in all things. 

‘In early life she was remarkably susceptible of serious impressions. 
In the midst of the gayest circles, and the giddy dance, she would fre- 
quently ask her heart—* My soul, can this be joy ’’—To this question, 
her experience gave a decisive answer. Though blessed with all that 
tlie world calls good, she relinquished its unsatisfactory enjoyments, and 
sought her happiness in a sin-pardoning God. : 

‘Her religion was not the result of education or of habit, but of expe- 
rience. She was deeply convinced, by the teachings of the Spirit, of her 
depraved, helpless, and ruined state by nature. As a poor, perishing 
sinner, in herself, she fled for refuge to the hope set before her in the 
Gospel. Utterly renouncing her own righteousness, she rested her whole 
soul on Him who is exalted to God’s right hand, as a Prince and a Sa- 
viour, to give repentance to sinners, and forgiveness of their sins. The 

oneness of her heart to wander from Jehovah, her righteousness and 
strength, filled her with the deepest sorrow. Her only relief under a 
sense of indwelling cerruption ; her only support against temptation ; her 
only consolation amidst her fears and doubts, she found in that precious 
blood which cleanseth from all sin. 

Her children and domestics can testify to the fervour of her devotion, 
when daily with them she read the Scriptures, and poured out her soul 
in supplication before God. 

Constrained by the precept, “ Pray always,” she connected herself 
with a small Society of pious females, who met statedly, to engage in 
this most delightful work. Amongst these sisters in the Lord, united by 
the tenderest ties of love to their common Lord, and friendship to each 
other, she confessed, were passed some of the happiest moments-of her 
life. ‘Fo them she often communicated her anticipations of that future 
rest, where, after death, they should be re-united together, to behold the 
uncreated Lord of all. 

In her the poor found an unwearied friend. She visited their dwell- 
ings, administered to their necessities, and spoke to them of their best 
interests. If she discovered in them any concern for eternal things, she 
rested not, till she had taken with her some one, whom she supposed had 
more experience than herself on divine subjects, to give them advice, 
and pray with them. 

She was sensible of the value of time, and improved it with the ut- 
most assiduity, to the glory of God, the benefit of her family and others, 


and the salvation of her own soul. ' 


The following ext®cts from a few letters to near relatives, will show 
ihe state of her mind during the last winter. 


January 6, 1810. 

* Ican say but little on the commencement of another year, but to 
express the hope, that it found you in health, and in possession of that 
peace which the world can neither give nor take away. This season af- 
fords many bitter recollections to us both. But, with the loss of pre- 
cious relatives, I experience the sad regretof having unimproved timc, 
and neglected invaiuable privileges. Oh, may my future walk be more 


circumspect ! And may I have grace to live less to the world, and more 
to the glory of my Creator and Redeemer.” 
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February 7, 1810. 

«“ ON Monday I pasta sweet evening with ; and was refresh- 
ed, as well as edified by the conversation. I think I can sincerely say, 
that it is my supreme gratification to be enabled to withdraw from 
worldly cares, and mix with those who love the Lord; whose delight is 
to discourse on his goodness, and the riches of his grace.” 

March 18, 1810. 

‘* THE winter has fled away almost imperceptibly ; but not to me, as 
formerly, like a fugitive dream, which leaves an uneasy void in the mind. 
With gratitude to God, I assure you, that the last three months have af- 
forded me seasons of refreshment. Notwithstanding my numerous 
cares, and very, very often oppressive sense of the bondage of sin, yet 
have I found great delight in the service of my Creator, through a glori- 
fied Redeemer. His ordinances have been an enjoyment to my soul, and 
prayer has been its daily comfort and support. Although I make the 
communication with great distrust of myself, and believe me,. with as 
much humility, I think I dare venture to say to you, that I am now seek- 
ing the Lord. Let me have your prayers for grace to enable me to per- 
severe in my Christian course, or rather warfare ; that I rest not short of 
an assured interest in the once suffering, but now exalted Redeemer. 
And oh! may our supplications prevail with a prayer-hearing God, to 
give us a realizing sense of his presence, and an abiding: impression of 
his pardoning love.” 





March 29, 1810. 

«« THE season has passed rapidly, but not, (I thank my God,) as the 
former years that are gone with those beyond the flood, and unmarked 
by spiritual blessings. I have never before felt such comfort from divine 
ordinances, or such refreshment in secret prayer. I may truly say, that 
Thave found the Sabbath a delight; and, though often weighed down 
under a sense of my utter unworthiness, could, I think, at all times say, 
«Jesus is all my salvation and all my desire.” 

May 3, 1810. ( The month of her death.) 

“ HOW perfectly insignificant are the objects of time, compared with 
those which belong to eternity! And of what infinite importance is an 
immortal soul. I cannot sufficiently bless and praise my gracious mas- 
ter, for his condescension in bringing me out of darkness into his mar- 
vellous light; from my natural state of i ignorance and unbelief, to the 
knowledipe of myself; and for sweetly constraining my soul to seek him, 
the source of wisdom and truth, who alone can satisfy its enlarged 
desires,” 

These extracts show, that though her attention to external duties had 
long been exemplary, her conversation tinctured with seriousness, and 
her mind earnestly engaged about eternal things, yet her progress in 
the divine life was mosf strikingly marked in the last of her days. 

A few weeks before her death, whilst in her usual health, she seemed 
impressed with the idea, that her time was at hand. 

Her sickness, which was distressing, she bore with exemplary patience. 
During the course of it she was subject to much drowsiness ; but, not- 
withstanding, there was great solemnity and recollection in her manner, 
when awake. ‘To the interrogation of an anxious inquirer, she replied, 
“ My soul longs for a brighter manifestation of the love of God. I feel 
Jesus to be all in all”? Once pressing the hand of a friend, at her bed- 


oo oer eo ep —— 7 . me ~~ a > wad * Pon aa ave ee ote 
cine ee es > ae Se ho ee : aa sate wa " = 
Yes {= a 8 ee SS ~ : es d ~ Pao a - _* a — “ 
4 * ee - :. ; 
a x See 
2 2 ad a ac a? — - ae - - q = > 
Pes, tal = ‘a - Pa pre: "i = — a ‘S * dives, 
= cen > 


one 
“ > 


pA 
eh gl 





656 THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE: 


side, she said,—* tried, tried as gold!—alluding to the trial of her 
faith im that suffering hour. 

T he morning previous to her great change, she sought rest in sleep, for 
an hour or more. She then requested to be supported and raised, and her 
family and friends to attend the parting scene. Collecting all her re- 
maining strength for this solemn interview, in a clear and audible voice, 
as if in the full vigour of health, she addressed each weeping individual 
in her presence with the utmost elevation of soul and manner; express- 
ing her tender solicitude for their eternalinterests ; exhorting her children 
to be mindful of the last advice of a dying mother, and to cherish that 
religion which was now her only support and comfort. After this she em- 
braced and blessed them all, bidding them farewell. Clasping one little 
one in her arms, she exclaimed, “ And you too, my love, part with you ? 
Yes, all—all.” She sunk back, observing, “that a few hours more, 
and her conflict would be ended.” The king of terrors she met, full of 
faith, and resigned her spirit, without a sigh, into the hands of her Sa- 
viour, in sure and certain expectation of eternal glory. 

May her dying admonitions be recollected amidst the delusions of a 
vain world, by those who heard them, and be sanctified to their salvation 
by the Holy Spirit, that they, when their days shall end, may enter with 
her into that rest which is prepared for the people of God. 


—_——D> *¢ Ge 


por The Memoirs of the Rev. Mr. Frencn, will appear 
m our next. | 











LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 





Williams & Whiting, of New- 
York, propose to publish an edition of 
that searce and valuable work, Novum 
Lexicon Graeco-Latinaum in Novum 
Testamentum, Congessit et Variis 
ObservationibusPhilologicis [lustravit, 
Joh.Frieder.’Schleusner ; Philosophiz 
et Theologiz Doctor Huiusque, Prof. 
P. O. Viteb. Consist. Eccles. Elector. 
Assessor. Acdi Arcis et Acad. Pre- 
positus., 

The annunciation of this work, is 
an appeal to the learning, the liberali- 
ty—the piety of the country; and 
to these sources the publishers look 
for that support which alone can en- 
able them to add ScHLEUSNER’S 
Lexicon to the list of American 
publications. A prospectus and plan 
of publication will be submitted to the 
public as soon as it can be convenient- 
lv prepared. 


In press, and will be published by 
W. & W. in a few weeks, a work en- 
titled, Mistakes in Religion Exposed, 
an Essay on the Prophecy of Zacha- 
rias, by the Rev. H. Venn. 

Also, Memoirs of the Life and Cha- 
racter of the late Rev. Cornelius Win- 
ter, compiled and composed by the 
Rev. William Jay. 

James P. Parke, Philadelphia, pro- 
proposes to republish, Piety Pro- 
moted. The Tenth Part. By Jo- 
seph G. Bevan, Jun. Just issued 
from the press in London. 

Lives of the most eminent English 
Poets, with observations on their 
works. By Samuel Johnson, L. L. D. 
in 2 vols. S. Etheridge, Boston. 

The Edinburgh Review, or Criti- 
eal Journal---No. KX XI. For April, 
1810. Also, the fifth number of the 
Quarterly Review. E. Sargeant, N. Y. 





